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Dear Villagers
A bit late I know, but as we had a double issue
of TemeTalk for December and January this is
the first chance I get to wish you all a Happy
New Year! A good point also to say a big thank
you to Sandra for all her work on this magazine
which has been such a blessing over the last
two years of Covid disruption. We look for-
ward to a brighter year to come.
    In this spirit of optimism, many of our com-
munities have started planning for events
through the year and especially the Queen’s
70th Jubilee weekend. Do get involved and
offer support for all that will happen as we
mark this amazing achievement of a monarch
who is so clearly guided by her Christian faith
and the example of Jesus.
    This year we start a new pattern of Sunday
services too, using a structure that was agreed
back in November at a joint meeting of all our
area church committees. Our aim is to give a
regular monthly slot to some of the newer ex-
pressions of church which have started, while
still providing services in our church buildings.
The churches with smaller regular congrega-
tions will work more closely together and share
a pattern which brings Holy Communion to al-
tars which have not been used regularly for
many years. At the major festivals of Christ-
mas, Easter and harvest we will of course offer
a service in as many churches as we can, so
there should be something to join in with that
is very local to you.
    As 2022 unfolds I thought it might be helpful
to explain the newer expressions of church – a
Praise Service, afternoon Café Church, Forest
Church, Walking Church.  So do look out for
this in the next few editions of TemeTalk and
give something new a try.

Rev’d Julia
See page 10, Praise Service
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A H CALDICOTT & SONS
Funeral Directors

Burials
Cremations

Chapel of Rest

15 MARKET STREET
TENBURY WELLS

01584 810281
01584 891502 after 6pm

A family run business
established 1919

Teme Valley South Contacts
Priest-in-charge: Julia Curtis 01886 853286
Associate Priest: Sally Jones 01584 819435
Reader: Pete Thorp 07917 783159

Churchwardens
Eastham: Celia Adams 01584 781258 
Rochford: Ann Prosser 01584 781317
Stoke Bliss & Kyre: Jen Jones 07749 977821
Hanleys: Ed Yarnold  07930 882728
Stanford: Robin Dean 01886 853295

Pastoral Team
Stanford: Lesley Dean 01886 853295
Hanleys: Peter Thorneycroft 01885 410484
Stoke Bliss: 
Rochford: Ann Prosser 01584 781317
      Jenny Barbé 01584 781298
Eastham: Helen Matravers 01584 781510 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sue Softly 
      01584 881342

Rock Bridge Club
Every Sunday at 7pm
at Rock Village Hall

New members welcome
Phone 07854 951330 

If your oven needs a spring clean,
Ovenmagic is the cleaning 

service for you

Ovens H Hobs H Extractors

For more details telephone
01905 700500 or 07974 807118
or visit www.ovenmagic.me

Ovenmagic is an independent 
fully insured company

Advertise your event FREE in
TemeTalk and reach 660 

households in seven parishes
email ronsmum@btconnect.com 

or call 01568 750665 
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Parish news
From the registers
On 18th December we were delighted to be
able to baptise Felicity Hazeldine at St Mary’s,
Stanford.
     On 18th January we held the funeral of
Mary (Mollie) Francis at St Mary’s, Kyre fol-
lowed by her burial in the cemetery there.  On
19th January we gathered at Wyre Forest Cre-
matorium for the funeral of Warwick Gledhill
and then on 20th January interred the ashes of
Barbara Savage in Stoke Bliss churchyard. Our
prayers continue to be with their families and
friends, may they rest in peace.

Teme Valley Tots
It is great to be able to welcome some mums
and their little ones to this friendly new group.
Thanks to our helpers for providing cake and
a cuppa and for being on hand for play and
stories. Now Rochford village hall is open
again we will be meeting there on Fridays
from 1 to 2pm during term time.
     Email Eve at assistanttvspcc@gmail.com or
call Rev’d Julia on 01886 853286 for further de-
tails.

Christmas 2021
In this first edition of TemeTalk in 2022 we are
hugely grateful for all that went on in the
build-up to Christmas. Alongside members of
Tenbury Town Band, Julia led carols in the
barn for Tenbury Agricultural Society and we
had Stanford’s Christmas Tree Festival which
led through numerous carol services, commu-
nity events and “Midnight” to Christmas
morning.
     From the very young of Teme Tots to the
(usually) elderly of home communions, from
quiet and reflective to (until the rising wave of
Covid forced us online) the much noisier na-
tivity services and from the darkness of an
evening Walking Church to the brightness of
Christmas morning, what happened in these
villages touched several hundred people (too
many to realistically estimate) and raised over
£650 for a charity supporting homeless people
and £100 for the Midlands Air Ambulance.

Lent
Lent starts on 2nd March and, following well
supported and much appreciated Lent and Ad-
vent groups on Zoom, we hope to offer a choice
of two groups this year.  One will be online
with daily emails of images and reflections and
a weekly Zoom. The other will meet in person
for discussion about a Lent book. 
     Email Eve at assistanttvspcc@gmail.com or
call Rev’d Julia on 01886 853286 for further de-
tails.

Services times and openings
Our church buildings are now open once more.
You are very welcome to come and spend some
time in these spaces to reflect, to pray and just
to ‘be’ for a quiet moment. During the winter
months Kyre Church will be open on Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 11am to
4pm.
     Kyre Wyard will still be attended on Friday
afternoons, with ‘Take Breath’ our silent prayer
time open to all from 4 to 4.30pm.

Rev’d Julia

TemeTalk 
ronsmum@btconnect.com

Eastham Residents Association
To all residents of Eastham village

Notice of 
Annual General Meeting

to be held at Eastham Memorial Hall
on Thursday 24th February at 7pm

A social evening with AGM

Sally Jones, ERA Chair
01584 819435 or revsally@live.com

This month’s cover photograph was taken
by Mathew Hall of Airscape Solutions on a
January night near Highwood, Eastham,
looking towards Tenbury 
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STAY AT
HOME

Home Support

A break can be good for everyone
We provide

•    Respite in your own home
•    Night sitting
•    Day sitting
•    Support to access the community,
      inc appointments and socialising

Get in touch for a chat or a free
no-obligation quote

Susan Grazier
T:  01299 270675 
M: 07969 673092
E:  stayathome-homesupport@live.com

email: reception@ajopticians.co.uk

Rochford 49 Club
Congratulations to this month’s 

£25 winners!
Wednesday winners
Nov 24th     No 59   not sold
Dec 1st        No 36   not sold
Dec 8th       No 56   not sold
Dec 15th     No 54   not sold
Dec 22nd    No 54   not sold
Dec 29th     No 58   not sold
Jan 5th         No 14   Dan Taylor
Jan 12th       No 32   Andrew Barbé

Saturday winners
Nov 20th     No 53   not sold
Nov 27th     No 9     Val Rabbit
Dec 4th       No 47   Tina Lord
Dec 11th     No 38   not sold
Dec 18th     No 59   not sold
Dec 25th     No 59   not sold
Jan 1st          No 42   Collin Lord
Jan 8th         No 27   Simon Ayres
Jan 15th       No 4     not sold

There are still plenty of numbers available –
why not join in? It’s just £1 per draw. Remem-
ber, you must be in it to win it!

Ring Gill Smith on 

07815 030050

Teme Valley Tote
December’s prize draw of the Tote (the ninth
draw in this series) was decided when Rev’d
Julia Curtis rolled the dice on 2nd December
to select the set of random numbers.
Prizewinners are:

£50 – Willy Austin of Lindridge (No 192) 
£30 – Emily Atherton of Stanford (No 511)
£20 – Family Burgoyne of Stanford (No 577)

January’s prize draw of the Tote (the tenth
draw in this series) was decided when Rev’d
Sally Jones rolled the dice on 1st January to
select the set of random numbers. Prizewin-
ners are:

£50 – David Pearson of Stoke Bliss (No 833) 
£30 – Kim Gallimore of Stoke Bliss (No 852)
£20 – Mrs M Rugman of Knighton (No 621)

      If you have any queries please contact
Robin Dean on 01886 853295 or email
robin.c.dean@gmail.com.  There are two more
draws in this series, February and March.  A
new series starts in April so save your sub-
scription (£10 per ticket) until then.
      Happy New Year to all subscribers! 

TemeTalk deadline 18th February
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Christmas in Rochford
Christmas was well celebrated in Rochford and
great to see so many people at the village
Christmas lunch (thanks to Ann), the carol ser-
vice and the midnight service on Christmas
Eve. Thanks also to everyone who donated
food to the food bank box in the church – let’s
hope we made a difference to some people who
were in need at Christmas. The box will remain
in the church so if you can donate, I am sure it
will be appreciated.  
     The village Christmas lights were very
cheerful – thanks to everyone who had lights
up on their home. It’s been suggested that we
have an inter-village competition for Christmas
lights, what do you think? 

The village hall
The village hall is back in use now the ceiling
has been replastered – many thanks to every-
one who came along and cleaned the hall ready
for our Christmas events. It was great to see so
many of you working so hard to get the hall
clean and ready for Christmas. 
     Decorating will be planned over the next
few weeks as we investigate possible funding
to improve the insulation. Details of dates for
working parties will be posted on the village
WhatsApp group and any help will be greatly
appreciated.

Neighbourhood lunch
The January lunch was cancelled due to the
local increase in Covid cases, but (fingers
crossed) the next lunch will be on 22nd Febru-
ary in the village hall. Takeaways will still be
available. Booking for lunches is essential, so
please contact Ann on 01584 781317 the previ-
ous week.

Pancake Evening
Forget cooking on Tuesday 1st March, come
along to the village hall at 7pm for a wonderful
selection of sweet and savoury pancakes.  This
popular event is open to everyone so please
book early with Ann on 01584 781317.

Litter pick
There was a good turnout for the Walking
Church litter pick in the village. Several bags of
rubbish were collected, signs were cleaned and
out-of-date notices removed. Thanks to every-
one who helped and to Ann for providing a de-
licious lunch afterwards.

Teme Valley Tots
Teme Valley Tots has now moved to Rochford
village hall on Fridays, when mums can enjoy
tea, cake and chat while the tots enjoy fun time
together. 

Dates for your diary
We are hoping to have Open Gardens again in
May so please get in touch if you are willing to
open your garden, it would be great to have a
wide selection of gardens for people to visit.  
     The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee will be on 2nd
to 5th June so we will plan some celebrations.
Any suggestions welcome so please get in
touch.  
     Rochford Village Fête will be on 24th July  at
a venue yet to be agreed.

Andrew Barbé

More news from Rochford on page 12

Deadline 18th February

RochfordRochfordRochford

HWS HWS 
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

20 years’ experience
Fully insured and licensed

H Rats H Mice

H WaspsH Hornets

H Bees H Fleas

H Flies H Clothes moths

H Moles H Woodworm

Telephone Darren on 
07818 034301

email ardy-hwspest@hotmail.co.uk
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Stoke Bliss and Kyre

Neighbourhood Lunch
Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall 

Thursday 10th February
Thursday 10th March
Welcome at 12.30pm

Telephone 01885 410641
if you would like to come

Christmas fun at the 
Neighbourhood Lunch

The Neighbourhood Lunch Christmas celebra-
tion was a very happy occasion. The cooks did
brilliantly to produce turkey and all the trim-
mings followed by mince pies made by Rose-
marie Davies. We also had chocolates, crackers,
posies and carols, with a choir from Worcester
to lead us.
     The lunches are every second Thursday of
the month but you must inform John O’Connor
before the previous Sunday if you would like
to come. 
     We continue to be well supported, provid-
ing a much needed meeting place for those liv-
ing on their own and others who enjoy a good
meal and a chat. Many new friendships have
been made over time. 

Jessica Middleton

New service pattern
The  new service pattern for Teme Valley South
starts this year. In view of the smaller regular
congregations at the Hanleys and Stoke Bliss
and Kyre it was decided to create a new rota
for these churches. So we will be using zoom to
connect us in worship on Sunday 27th Febru-
ary at 4pm. Live services will be at the Hanleys
in February. We look forward to greeting you
to worship whether in reality or from a warm
fireside at home. 

Kyre church Lady Chapel
Work on the Lady Chapel window at Kyre
church starts when Lawrence Masonry erects
the  scaffolding during the week of 7th Febru-
ary and starts work on the window stonework
the following week. Depending on weather, the
work is expected to take four weeks.  During
this time the Lady Chapel will be locked and
access to Kyre church will be via the big main
door.  Please remember to close it behind you
so that the peacocks and birds do not get in. 
     Many thanks to everyone who has sup-
ported the cost via donations and purchase of
the Kyre Manor and Church History – copies
still available. Together you contributed £4,000.
Grants towards the entire cost came from Na-
tional Churches Trust, Wolfson Foundation,
Marris Trust, Lasletts and Droitwich Preserva-
tion Trust. 
     We didn’t think that we would be successful
in raising the money during these challenging
times but faith, hope, prayer and perseverance
certainly delivered the outcome.
     As Goethe said, “Whatever you can do or
dream you can, begin it. Boldness has genius,
power and magic in it. Begin it now.” 

Jenny Northwood
Our thanks to Jenny who has stepped down as
treasurer of the Kyre Fabric Fund after about
50 years. She will still support on the ACC so it
isn’t goodbye. We have valued her loyal service
and offer our sincere thanks for all her dedica-
tion and support.  
     Jenny oversaw major fund raising for Kyre
church over the years, from rebuilding the
steeple (which was supported by a bare half
inch of oak) and replacing the roof which had
rotten gully rafters to the latest fund raising for
the window along with all the other projects
over that time.  See you at the next ACC with-
out your treasurer’s hat! 

Date for your diary
Saturday March 26th 10.30am to 12 noon, Stoke
Bliss and Kyre village hall and churches invite
you to a Celebration of Spring at the village
hall. 

Maggie Kingston

Pub Night
Friday 25th February

Friday 25th March

7.30 to 10pm
Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall

Reserve your meal with Margaret on gc.mcin-
tosh@btinternet.com or 01885 410611
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Flowers, cleaning and sidesman
February – Stuart and Josie Ward

March – Celia Adams

There is a vacancy on the rota for April. This is
a good month to choose as the team of flower
arrangers usually mobilises for Easter so there
is less to do. The corporate team clean also takes
place in April. Please email Celia Adams on
easthamcourt@icloud.com or phone 01584
781258 if you would like to volunteer.

Coffee Mornings
Join us on Wednesday 2nd February at 10.30am
at Eastham Memorial Hall.
     The rota for February and March is:
     2nd February – Helen Matravers 
     2nd March – Diana Clarke
     Remember to call in for a quick coffee and
chat on the first Wednesday of each month – all
welcome from Eastham and the villages be-
yond.

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in Eastham
There will be an Eastham Platinum Jubilee
Party at and around Eastham Memorial Hall on
Sunday 5th June.  More next month ...

Christmas Fayre
We are so grateful to and proud of the amazing
people who donated their time to help make
this a very rewarding event. Many thanks to all
the table-toppers who produced a diverse as-
sortment of quality products for sale, including
Christmas trees, holly wreaths, hot chestnuts,
pickles galore, fine pottery and much much
more – even a children’s room.
     There was a splendid variety of cakes and re-
freshments – even hot chocolate laced with Bai-
leys. Yum!
     Father Christmas was there to welcome our
visitors and raffle tickets were sold by a special
Christmas Cracker.
     A wonderful total of £331.64 was raised –
£165.67 each for Eastham Memorial Hall and
the Air Ambulance. We also collected £10.18 for
the Air Ambulance in loose change. 
     Many thanks to you all from the Elves,

Beryl and Liann

Eastham Community Garden
Please come along on Saturday 19th February
for a general tidy up of the beds and a discus-
sion on what we would like to plant this year.
We are going to plant a few fruit trees, tidy the
pots up for planting later in the year and spruce
up the notice board.
     There will be tools but bring your own if you
prefer. Bring your own gloves and we will pro-
vide a cuppa.
     Hope to see you there from 10am to 12 noon,
weather permitting. For more information
please contact David  on 01584 781505.

Zumba Gold, Pilates and Yoga
at Eastham Memorial Hall 
Zumba Gold is on Wednesday at 1pm. Call
Lucia Becci on 07709 or email lu.500@live.com.

Pilates is on Tuesday at 1pm and 2.15pm dur-
ing termtime. Call Sue on 07974 343609 or email
sue579@icloud.com.

Yoga is on Wednesday at 7.30pm and Friday at
10am during termtime. Call Zoe on 07962
981456 or see www.zedyoga.co.uk.

Pub Night
Pub Night is at Eastham Memorial Hall on Fri-
day 18th February and Friday 18th March at
7.30pm. Come along and chat with the regu-
lars – drop in or stay all evening.

More Eastham Jottings on page 12

Eastham Jottings

WING CHUN SELF DEFENSE AND FITNESS 
MEET NEW FRIENDS, IMPROVE FITNESS 

AND BUILD CONFIDENCE
Eastham Memorial Hall, Eastham, Tenbury Wells WR15 8NP 

Saturdays 9:30am to 10:30am� Lessons restricted to teenagers 
only £5.00 for 1 hour. Contact Adam on 07720 643 524 for 

details and bookings. 

WING CHUN SELF DEFENCE AND FITNESS
MEET NEW FRIENDS, IMPROVE FITNESS

AND BUILD CONFIDENCE
Eastham Memorial Hall

Saturdays 9.30 to 10.30am, teenagers only
Only £5 for 1 hour. Contact Adam on 07720 643524

for details and bookings.
kungfufitness@outlook.com
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Hanley Happenings

Art Classes
Art classes are on Wednesday evenings from 7
to 8.30 pm at Hanley Village Hall. Please contact
Ange Jordan on 07830 914430 if you would like
to join..

Table tennis
If you would like to join in the fun come along
on Monday evenings at 7pm, bats and balls are
provided. Your first taster session is free, then
just £3 per evening.

First a rather belated happy New Year to all
those I have not seen since the start of January.
In December I looked forward to 2022 but with
a note a caution of how it might be quite chal-
lenging and so it proved at Christmas and the
New Year with further Covid restrictions still
affecting many family get togethers. Happily
the worst seems to be over and I look forward
with some optimism to the spring and beyond.

Cut the costs of your bookkeeping, PAYE, 
VAT, Sage, tax returns and all related 

business accounting
Teme Valley Accounts offers your business 

cost-effective rates and friendly advice locally
I have many years of experience and 
many satisfied customers in the region

I will work from your premises or my own
For a no obligation discussion or visit

please call

TEME VALLEY
ACCOUNTS

Claire Elliott
01584 881708 or mobile 07731 010099
email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com

Jubilee Weekend
As you know the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is
being celebrated across the country, starting on
Thursday 2nd June when at 9.45pm we will be
lighting a beacon in one of Ed and Jason’s
fields – a site with  the best view in the parish
over to the Clee Hill, the Long Mynd and the
Welsh borders.
     Our delayed 2020 Hanley Happening was
rescheduled for 21st May but in view of the
above we have decided to hold this on the same
day as the beacon festivities but still in the Rec-
tory garden (by kind permission of Julia and
John) starting at 4.30 and running through to
6.30 to enable people to enjoy one of the first
fêtes of the year before going down to Hanley
Childe for rounders, games, refreshments and
the lighting of the beacon at 9.45.
     A full schedule for both events will be pub-
lished next month and we can promise some-
thing different from most fêtes – do save the
day or at least the evening  for this important
village celebration.
     The village hall committee will be looking
out for potential buglers and cornet players or
even a piper and, if anyone feels suitably qual-
ified, a town crier to undertake a proclamation
at 2pm. Think of Mr Bumble! It should be fun,
so do let Ed, Tracy or me know if you are pre-
pared to help and get involved.

Peter Thorneycroft, 07836 733072

Village Hall
2022 looks to be the year when real progress
should be made with the new extension, having
now received full planning consent, and once
the  building regs have been sorted the commit-
tee can approach various grant bodies  to secure
the additional funding that will be required to
complete the project Further queries to Tracy or
Ed.

D & T Michael
Decorators

Professional Property Maintenance
Decorating • General repairs

uPVC cladding • Kitchen and bathroom refits
Free no obligation written quotations

References available
Husband and wife team established 20 years

Phone 01562 743193 or 07714 548984
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Stanford • Stanford • Stanford
Services and dates for your diary
6th February – Communion Service with
hymns at 10am
6th February – Praise Service at 4pm
6th March – Communion Service with hymns
at 10am
6th March – Praise Service at 4pm
23rd April – we hope to have a Wine Tasting
Evening with a meal. More details next month
– please reserve the date

Crib Service
As we thought that it would not be a good idea
to have a crowded church this year, we decided
to have a virtual crib service on Christmas Eve.
The script was written by Cecilia with a com-
mentary from Cecilia and Robert (working for
the BBC – the Bethlehem Broadcasting Corpo-
ration) on the essential events of Christmas.
Then there were the commercial breaks –
thanks to those staring! You can still see it on
the parish Facebook page and on YouTube via
the parish website. Thanks to Cecilia, Robert
and the advertisers for a super presentation
and to  Cecilia for stitching it all together. At
last count there had been about 350 views on
Facebook and about 80 views on YouTube –
somewhat more than our maximum capacity of
about 120!

Floodlighting the church
Thanks to David Lane for floodlighting the
church over Christmas and for supplying a
Christmas tree to go in the lobby. Several peo-
ple have said how it reminds all passing that
this is a special time for the church.

St Mary’s church
St Mary’s is now open every day from dawn to
dusk.
     The front door will be open (please do not
shut) and the main door will be closed but un-
locked. Please visit and sign the visitors book
and leave any donations you wish! There will
still be hand gel in the porch which you are en-
couraged to use. We are getting visitors from
all over the world and locally, who are de-
lighted to have the church open and comment
on its beauty. 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Recently we had an Area Church Meeting and
we would like ideas to celebrate this event,
which is on 2nd to 5th June. I suggested an ex-
hibition of Stanford over the last 70 years and
before? Do you have something to contribute –
memories or photographs, films or documents?
Do we want another beacon or a party or ...?
Contact Robin on 01886 853295 or
robin.c.dean@gmail.com.

Coming events
We are looking for other events over the next
few months. We hope to have a Volante Strings
concert, a dance of some sort and a fête. How-
ever we are open to other ideas – if you have
something you would like us to do, please con-
tact Robin.

Mapping Stanford graveyard
I have now had one response – several others
would be welcome to assist.

Volunteers please – again
People have joined both the area church com-
mittee and the village hall committee but we
would welcome some more especially when
the crisis is over. What are we going to do to
celebrate the end of this crisis? Robin (01886
853295) is happy to explain what is involved
and you are welcome to attend one of our
meetings when they return so that you can see
what it is like. We still need people to organise
and assist.
    Recently Alexandra Winnington resigned
after 10 years of service with the Area Church
Committee. She will be missed – thank you
Alexandra. Where are all the volunteers to re-
place her? (Alexandra has agreed to continue
to organise the Teme Valley Tote in Stanford.)

Robin Dean

See page 13 for a report on the Christmas Tree
Festival on 4th and 5th December 2021

TemeTalk
Deadline 18th February
ronsmum@btconnect.com



10

TV, VIDEO, AUDIO, 
SATELLITE,

MICROWAVE REPAIRS
For prompt, efficient service

at competitive rates
telephone

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711

Mobile 07790 423158

Set in the beautiful grounds of Pitlands Farm Holidays
| Fully licensed | Breakfasts | Lunches | Cakes | Coffees |

| Afternoon Teas | Gardens & Grounds |
| Children’s Playground |

| Function room available with catering 
for every occasion |

Open Thursday - Sunday 9.30am - 5.00pm

www.theappletreekitchen.co.uk
info@theappletreekitchen.co.uk

Every Friday!
1 to 2.30pm

Hanley Village Hall
Hanley Broadheath

WR15 8QS

Tea and Cake
Play and Cuddles!

BOOKING ESSENTIAL
Please email

assistanttvspcc@gmail.com

Teme Valley South 
Praise Service

The Teme Valley South Praise Service grew out
of a desire to worship God in a depth made
possible by an extended period of worship –
typically 15 to 20 minutes of informal and in-
spiring praise and worship led by experienced
worship leaders led by the Spirit. The service
also includes a bible reading and subsequent
discussion and a time of open prayer.
     The service takes place on the first Sunday
afternoon of each month at 4pm and has ini-
tially used St Mary’s, Stanford because of its
beautiful acoustics and location. However it is
a service for the whole of Teme Valley South
and could potentially be held in other venues.
So far there have been five Praise services led
by Julia and ministry team members, with
Corinne, Linda, Mark and Margaret variously
leading the worship with the words projected
onto a screen. Attendances have numbered up
to 12, and those taking part have been richly
blessed.
     It is early days and an exciting new venture
like this takes time to get established and at-
tract worshippers from across Teme Valley
South and beyond. We invite you to take and
see on Sunday 6th February at 4pm in St
Mary’s, Stanford.

Every Friday!
1 to 2pm

Rochford Village Hall
Rochford

Village Hall Bookings
Stoke Bliss & Kyre
           Janet Powell, 01885 410598
           stokeblisskyrevillagehall@gmail.com

Rochford – Ann Prosser, 01584 781317

Eastham – Helen Matravers, 01584 781510

Hanley – Judy Bayliss, 01886 853813

Stanford – Robin Dean, 01886 853295
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Tenbury Transport Trust
Patron Angela Brinton, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Worcestershire (Rtd)

Awarded Best Community Transport West Midlands 2021
Do you need to travel somewhere? 

Shopping, medical appointments, visiting friends?
Are you struggling to use public transport? 

Or perhaps you don’t have access to public transport?

Then we may be able to help
Established as a charity in 2014, Tenbury Transport Trust aims to meet

the transport needs of all ages and abilities in Tenbury Wells and the surrounding area
We use cars and wheelchair accessible mini buses

and provide a safe door-to-door service

It costs just £5 per person per year to become a member so give us a ring today on

01584 810491
Our office is at 34 Teme Street, Tenbury Wells, WR15 8AA

We are open Monday to Friday from 9am to 1pm
email admin@tttrust.org.uk   website www.tttrust.org.uk   Follow us on Facebook

If you would like to become part of this amazing organisation as a volunteer 
please get in touch on 01584 810491

Covid won’t stop us 
getting together!

Louise Shakespeare has a window visit from
Averil Opperman at The Old Rectory in Ten-
bury Wells before Christmas.

Stoke Bliss & Kyre 
December Coffee Morning

It was dry and fine on 4th December when we
held our second joint village hall and churches
coffee morning. Although numbers were down
on the outdoor summer one, we still enjoyed
the morning. Doors were open to the hall and
the fresh air ventilation switched on as well as
well spaced out tables and masks worn  (except
when eating the delicious cakes!) All sensible
precautions observed.  
     The stalls included books, bric-a-brac, crafts,
and local authors there with books and of
course there was a raffle – it wouldn't be a vil-
lage event if there wasn't one. Visitors came
from as far away as Droitwich to revisit the old
family home and others – it was a great com-
munity event. 
     Thanks to all who came and enjoyed a socia-
ble time together. See you at the next one which
is a spring celebration with sale of plants and
crafts etc planned for Saturday 26th March from
10.30am to 12 noon at the village hall. 

TemeTalk
Deadline 18th February
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Do you need a dependable consistent
quality supplier of seasoned and 
kilndried hardwood and softwood 

firewood?

Cut and split to suit and delivered in
breathable 1.2-cubic metre bags 

so no need to restack

Small delivery vehicle fitted with 
crane can deliver to most locations 

and situations

Call David to discuss your 
requirements on
07866 441154

Eastham Garden Club
For some years Eastham Garden Club has de-
pended on the work of a small number of indi-
viduals, most of whom will now be ‘hanging
up their gardening gloves’. Unless others will-
ing to take an active role come forward, then
the club will have to close. If you wish to be in-
volved please contact Simon Neary on 01584
781698 or, for further background, check out
www.easthamgardenclub.co.uk.

Basic First Aid and CPR Courses
Coming soon! Look out for dates when our
local paramedic Ashleigh will be running
courses at Eastham Memorial Hall. For more
information please email Celia Adams on east-
hamcourt@icloud.com or phone 01584 781258. 

Millennium weathervane
The weathervane has been reconditioned,
thanks to Matt Hall, and will be fitted on the
Memorial Hall when all the snagging is com-
pleted by the builders. February is the first an-
niversary of the completion of the building but
not surprisingly, due to Covid, the final sign off
has been delayed. Please be patient! 

Warwick Gledhill
Our sincere condolences to Jennifer Gledhill,
on the death of Warwick in December. War-
wick and Jennifer lived in the village for many
years, and Warwick was a real Yorkshire char-
acter – many will remember his performance,
explaining the Yorkshire Messiah at the vil-
lage concert a few years ago. Latterly he had
been very well cared for at Doddington
Lodge, as he was suffering with dementia. He
enjoyed the activities on offer and regular vis-
its from Jennifer.

Rochford church services
A new pattern of worship has been introduced
across the Teme Valley South parishes which
includes an all age service at Rochford at 10am
on the fourth Sunday of the month and some
occasional afternoon services on the second
Sunday – everyone is always welcome.  
     On Sunday 13th February at 3pm we have
our Snowdrop Songs of Praise followed by tea
and crafts (for young and old) at the village
hall. If you have a favourite hymn, please let
Ann know and come along and help sing.
     Café Church is also held on the second Sun-
day across the parishes, with activities for
young and old. It will be at Parsonage Farm in
Rochford on 13th March at 3pm. The sheep
will be lambing so come along and join in with
lambing based activities. 

Happy New Year – we all hope 2022 will be a
better year when we can enjoy everything that
living in this village has to offer.

Andrew Barbé

More Eastham Jottings More news from Rochford

Reiki by Claire
Reiki is the life energy
That flows through every living thing
Indian Head Massage also available
To book contact Claire Bruno
07742 702707
clairelouisebruno@gmail.com
https://clairelouisebruno.wixsite.com/reikiwithclaire

@reikibyclaire

Deadline 18th February
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Firewood
Seasoned hardwood 
or softwood mixtures

Cut and split

Barn stored

Any load size delivered

01584 881698
or

07817 691383

tel: 07866 377359 

www.georginapainterblack.com
        Georgina’s Flowers

for any occasion. From Birthdays and 
Anniversaries to Funeral and Sympathy 

design all arrangements to your needs. 

at my garden in Rochford.

Where to start? 20 sponsored trees and £610
raised for Maggs Day Centre!
     Thanks to Father Tim, the Rural Dean for
Stourport and Kidderminster, for judging the
trees on Sunday morning – the most terrifying
experience of his Rural Deanship! – and for his
sermon about Christmas trees
     He decided that the winning children’s tree
was from Abberley Primary School. His reason-
ing was that he had just preached a sermon on
Christmas trees and this tree had a star on top
and presents underneath – the classic tree in his
sermon.  Stoke Bliss & Kyre churches won the
cup for the other trees. The people’s vote re-

sulted in a tie between Abberley School, Great
Witley School, the TVS Blessings Group and the
White Pheasant. You can still see the trees on
the parish website.
     Many thanks to John Curtis and Stuart
Strickland for the overall organisation, to
Louise Mawditt for lending us the trees for the
weekend, to Sue Softly for the refreshments and
to Sue, Tracey and Jen for serving them. 
     Finally, thanks to everyone who sponsored
trees and everyone who came along.  We hope
to be back next year!

Robin Dean

Stanford Christmas Tree Festival
4th and 5th December 2021 

Photographs by Sue and Stuart
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Digital aerial and satellite services

Approved Freesat Retailer/Installer

Fully Insured and CRB checked

Telephone: 01584 811270
Mobile: 07974 706732

email: paul@angellsaerials.co.uk
web: www.angellsaerials.co.uk

Garden Centre and Gift Shop
Bedding plants • Vegetable plants

Pond plants • Indoor plants
Garden furniture

Pots and garden ornaments 
Gifts and local crafts

Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5.30pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

MILL FARM COUNTRY RETAIL
Stanford Bridge WR6 6SP

07967 642270
louise@angelgardens.co.uk

Hanley Happening 
and Jubil Beacon

Thursday 2nd June 4.30pm ti late
Make it a full evening out with all the family

for this unique celebration

Hanley Happening in the Rectory Garden from 4.30 to 6.30
followed by

The Jubilee Beacon Celebration in Hanley Childe, 7.30pm

Do join us for a once in a lifetime experience!

Full details on page 8
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Contract lawn mowing
Hedge trimming

Treework
Border upkeep

For a complete garden service 
telephone G Powell

D&G 
Garden Services

01886 812302
or

07951 464408

JAB Carpentry &
Building Repairs
All aspects of carpentry and 
building alterations undertaken

Free estimates

07976 909677
01886 853534

jabcarpentry@btinternet.com

Films at Hanley Village Hall
Saturday 19th February, 7.30pm

Swimming with Men
Faced with a mid-life crisis, accountant Eric (Rob Bry-

don) joins an all-male group of synchronised 
swimmers. Initially keeping their personal lives in the
locker, the ramshackle squad slowly learn to reveal

their inner lives, as well as their paunches.

Stars Rob Brydon, Rupert Graves, Thomas Turgoose
Directed by Oliver Parker

Adults £5, children £2.50, family ticket £10

Saturday 19th March, 6.30pm

The Guard
An unorthodox Irish policeman with a 

confrontational personality is partnered with an 
uptight FBI agent to investigate an international 

drug smuggling ring.

Stars Brendan Gleeson, Don Cheadle, Mark Strong
Directed by John Michael McDonagh

Celebrate St Patrick’s Day with a tasty Irish stew
£15 each, please bring your own drink
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Firewood
Seasoned hardwood 
or softwood mixtures

Cut and split

Barn stored

Any load size delivered

01584 881698
or

07817 691383

tel: 07866 377359 

www.georginapainterblack.com
        Georgina’s Flowers

for any occasion. From Birthdays and 
Anniversaries to Funeral and Sympathy 

design all arrangements to your needs. 

at my garden in Rochford.

Mary (Mollie) Francis, whose funeral was on
Tuesday 18th January at Kyre church, had
spent all her life here. Her father was the last
working blacksmith in Stoke Bliss and Kyre
and the family lived at the blacksmith’s on the
corner of Bank Street and the B4214. When the
family left the blacksmith’s, Mollie and her par-
ents moved to a house at The Oaks. After she
was on her own she lived in one of the new
bungalows.    
     When she was 16 Mollie went to Nether-
wood as housekeeper and continued there for
64 years! Netherwood was owned by Abel
Smith when she came and then by the Paynes.
Lord and Lady Darnley purchased the estate to
be followed by their son and daughter-in-law
and family. Towards the end she worked part
time. 
     She maintained her independence until the
last few months, enjoying driving to Tenbury
shops, her garden and hobbies, including knit-

ting  and the WI. After her retirement she used
to help at the WI market and sold her knitting
there as well.   She entered her knitting in the
local Stoke Bliss and Kyre Produce and Handi-
craft Show and others, regularly winning
prizes. 
     Mollie was one of the group that stitched the
kneelers at Kyre church and contributed two,
one in memory of her parents and the other in
memory of her brother and sister who prede-
ceased her. 
     Our heartfelt sympathy to the family and all
who knew her. 

Barbara Savage
Barbara Savage’s ashes were buried on Thurs-
day 20th January at Stoke Bliss church with
those of her husband Les. 
     Barbara and Les came to New House in
Stoke Bliss in 1990  – they renamed it Three
Chimneys. They had a terrier and enjoyed
walking the lanes around Stoke Bliss. Les Sav-
age died in 2003 and Barbara became more frail
after his death and in 2009 moved to Pencombe
Hall where she was cared for until her death
last year. 
     We offer our prayers and memories with
sympathy to all who mourn.

Mollie Francis

Bowling
Keep fit and have fun!  

@ Brimfield and Little Hereford 
Bowling Club

Call Josie Ward on 01584 881435
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Tractors old and new raise money for charity

A tractor run on the day after Boxing Day
raised around £300 for the Midlands Air Am-
bulance.
     The event, organised by Neil Sparey from
Clifton and John Griffiths from Stoke Bliss, at-
tracted about 30 tractors from as far afield as
Kidderminster and Malvern.  Starting at the
New Inn in Clifton, the tractors travelled in
convoy to Shelsley Hill Climb, the Bridge at
Stanford Bridge and Orleton Court Farm before
finishing at the Baiting House in Upper Sapey.  
     Despite the rain several vintage tractors
without cabs took part, although some drivers
had obviously decided that a more modern
tractor with a nice warm cab would be better
suited to the weather.

     Photographs: Hannah Griffiths leads the
way on her 1968 International B-275, being
chased by Graham Edwards on his Massey
Ferguson (photo by Carol Wilde); tractors as-
semble at Shelsley Hill Climb (above) and pre-
pare to leave Orleton Court Farm (below).
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The earthy flavours of celeriac and beetroot
take classic potato gratin to another level. Serve
this crispy, creamy and cheesy dish with a light
salad for a fantastic vegetarian dinner.
Serves 4-6

Ingredients
Unsalted butter for greasing
1kg maris piper potatoes, finely sliced
300g beetroot, peeled and finely sliced
300g celeriac, peeled and finely sliced
400ml double cream
2 tbsp wholegrain mustard
Pinch of freshly grated nutmeg
50g gruyère cheese, grated

For the salad
1 tbsp clear honey
1 tbsp Dijon mustard
½ tbsp sherry vinegar
½ tbsp white wine vinegar
3 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
Squeeze of lemon juice
300g mix of peppery, bitter salad leaves, such
as frisée, mizuna, mustard leaves or rocket

Method
Preheat the oven to 180°C/fan 160°C/gas 4.
Grease a 2 litre ovenproof dish with the butter,
then cover the base with half the potato slices
arranged in 2 layers. Top with half the sliced
beetroot, all the sliced celeriac, then the remain-
ing beetroot, seasoning lightly between each
layer. Finish with two layers of the remaining
potato slices.

Mix the cream, mustard, nutmeg and gruyère
together in a jug, then pour over the layered
vegetables. Bake for 1 hour 30 minutes until the
top is golden and the vegetables are tender
when pierced with a knife.

Meanwhile, in a large bowl, whisk together the
honey, mustard and vinegars. Season well, then
whisk in the oil. Whisk in the lemon juice to
taste. Pour half the dressing out of the bowl into
a jug. Just before serving, add the salad to the
bowl and toss well, then add more dressing to
taste. Serve the salad with the gratin. Delicious. 

Celeriac, potato and beetroot gratin

Offering quality childcare 
and pre-school education 

for 0-5 year olds

Open 7.30 am to 6 pm all year round
Experienced qualified staff

Flexible hours • Ofsted registered
Nursery Education Funding available

For further details, 
please call the Centre on

01886 812380
or email manager@cliftoneyc.co.uk

Pound Lane, Clifton-upon-Teme WR6 6DE
Ofsted No 205279 Registered Charity No 1085397

TemeTalk • ronsmum@btconnect.com • 01568 750665
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Writing this in mid January the fog is clearing.
I get up in the dark and it’s dark again before 5
o’clock so the days are short and the news is un-
relentingly miserable.
     I need something to cheer me up. What
about some cricket news from down under?
     I’m not old enough to remember Larwood
and Jardine from the 1930s – my earliest mem-
ories are of Frank Tyson, who could bowl a
cricket ball at 100 mph in the 1950s.
     In my childhood the news overnight of great
cricketing deeds in Australia brought to me on
the BBC Home Service did sometimes cheer me
up. Trevor Bailey was impossible to dismiss al-
though as a batter (batsman) he didn’t score
many runs. Basil D’Oliveira would come in to
swashbuckle when the top order had fallen.
And of course there was Boycott who prized his
own wicket more than anything else in the
world. I’ve been reflecting on these times fol-
lowing the recent dire news from Australia.
     We do have a local connection – Lady Darn-
ley of Stoke Bliss was reputed to have donated
the original urn which contains the ashes of En-
glish cricket. Perhaps we need a bigger one
now.
     It has been a difficult tour. The excuses for

being thrashed are many ... Covid, the 100,
wrong ball, poor management, poor leadership,
poor preparation, players not good enough, op-
position too good.
     What of the future? Is there some promising
youngster out there who will cheer up my win-
ter days the next time we tour Australia to com-
pete for the Ashes?

WBG

Note
The precise nature of the origin of the urn is a
matter of dispute. Based on a statement by
Darnley in 1894, it was believed that a group of
Victorian ladies, including Darnley's later wife
Florence Morphy, made the presentation after
the victory in the Third Test in 1883. More re-
cent researchers, in particular Ronald Willis and
Joy Munns, have studied the tour in detail and
concluded that the presentation was made after
a private cricket match played over Christmas
1882 when the English team were guests of Sir
William Clarke, at his property, Rupertswood,
in Sunbury, Victoria. This was before the
matches had started. The prime evidence for
this theory was provided by a descendant of Sir
William Clarke. (Courtesy of Wikipedia)

In the bleak midwinter ...
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Citizens Advice South Worcestershire
Top tips for saving money and making the best of your finances 
in the New Year

With the rising costs of living, particularly energy
and food, it is worth remembering that there are
many ways to improve or make your finances go
further. Here are our top ones.
•   Check whether there are any welfare benefits
you could claim that could boost your income
whether you are in work or not.  There are benefits
that cover a wide range of circumstances whether
you are seeking work, unable to work due to sick-
ness, caring for a dependent relative, retired or
need assistance towards the extra costs of a dis-
ability. Many go unclaimed each year despite a
legal entitlement existing for those that meet the
qualifying criteria.
•   Get some help to get your finances under con-
trol. Many agencies such as Citizens Advice offer
free and impartial help with budgeting and in-
come maximization. In addition they can help you
to identify ways to deal with unmanageable debt.
•   It is important to prioritise your debts. We have
advice on our website to help you do this. Some
bills can cause you more problems than others if
you don’t pay them. Rent or mortgage arrears, en-
ergy bills and council tax are your priority debts
as there can be serious consequences if you don’t
pay them.
•   Be sure to get in touch with the organisations
you owe money to. Not everyone feels confident
to do this, but they might be able to help by letting
you pay smaller amounts or taking a break from
payments. Many organisations have put in place

protections for people who’ve struggled to pay
their bills during the pandemic.
•   Draw up a budget. This will help you to keep
track of your expenditure – take a look at the bud-
geting tool on our national website and make sure
you’re getting all the income you’re entitled to.
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-
money/help-with-debt/dealing-with-your-
debts/check-if-you-can-increase-your-income/
•   Everyone’s circumstances are different, partic-
ularly when it comes to managing personal fi-
nances. If you need more specific support or don’t
feel able to manage your situation alone, call our
national debt helpline: 0800 240 4420 or contact
your local Citizens Advice office.
•   If you are thinking about taking on more credit,
pause and think about how you will repay it. How
much is it going to cost you? What is the APR?
Spending on credit cards is likely to increase in the
spring but this is one of the more expensive forms
of credit. What are the cheaper alternatives?
•   Finally check what other help might be avail-
able from local charities to help you manage your
bills and see whether your local council has any
hardship monies available.

For further information and advice, please con-
tact your local Citizens Advice South Worcester-
shire office on 01684 563611 or visit
www.citizensadvicesw.org.uk 

Local IT support for local people.

Over 35 years of technical
experience behind our seasoned
team ... and still going strong

Total Computer Solutions 01886 853996
Computer and laptops installation and set up
Maintenance contracts and ad hoc repairs

Please give us a ring
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When we opened our Christmas parcel from
our family in New Jersey and saw the pho-
tographs of our grandchildren we knew it was
time to make the journey to America.  We
haven’t seen the children since October 2019,
and here were three people we didn’t really
recognise – the twins, 11 year old girls going on
16, and Henry, aged 13 but already 6’1” and
looking like a young man. I was still taller than
him when I saw him last – this was going to be
a shock!
     So we bit the bullet and started planning a
trip. We booked our flights
without any trouble although
we did have a brief discussion
about whether we should pay
for two suitcases or try to man-
age with carry-on bags. That
problem was solved by going online and find-
ing we’d booked with an airline that allows one
free bag per person!
     The first problem was the PCR test which
has to be taken within 24 hours of departure.
Our outward flight is at 4.30 in the afternoon so
we decided to book a test at Heathrow at 5pm
on the previous day.  Results are promised
within three hours but taking it early on the
same day seemed risky. We’ll drive to

Heathrow for the test and then spend the night
with our friends in Hertfordshire.
     The next problem was getting an NHS
Covid pass. First I tried to download the NHS
app, but my Apple password didn’t work so I
had to change that before I could begin. Then I
found my phone was too old so I had to start
again on the iPad.
     Having downloaded the app, I had to prove
my identity to the NHS. This meant taking a
selfie video while repeating a four digit num-
ber, and then watching the video before submit-

ting it – scary!  I also had to take a
photograph of my driving licence,
but the photo didn’t pass the test
because of shadows or something,
so that had to be done again.

Having finally got my
Covid pass, while the Boss was jumping
through the same hoops on his phone to get his,
the next hurdle was the ESTA, which you need
to get from the US Department of Homeland
Security if you don’t have a visa.  The USA has
a whole new level of scary bureaucracy – it re-
quires not only passport details (twice), date of
birth and address, but also parents’ names, con-
tacts in the UK and US and address in the US,
and then just for good measure passport details
again. Your country has to be entered several
times and it’s right at the bottom of a very long
drop-down menu!  As of course are our years
of birth.
     Finally travel insurance – another raft of
questions to answer – and then boxes all ticked.
     I was exhausted after dealing with flight
bookings, the NHS and the Department of
Homeland Security, but as long as we pass our
tests we’ll be off.  Wish us luck!

SG

HomeTutoring
KS2 English, Maths and French

English Literature and Language
to A Level

Proofreading and essay-writing
guidance for adults

Latin and Classical Greek to GCSE
Beginners’ piano lessons

We can offer online lessons
Paul Tiffany MA, PGCE

Catherine Tiffany MA, PGCE
Both DBS checked
01885 410229
pltiffany@aol.com

Off, off and away to the land of the free

     My phone was too 
old so I had to 
start again

For more information or to book
please contact Zoe Herington
www.zedyoga.co.uk
tel 07962 981456
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Advertise in this space for a year for just
£50

Telephone 01568 750665 or email ronsmum@btconnect.com
TemeTalk is funded entirely by advertising revenue – so we need your support!

Domestic, Commercial 
and Agricultural

Tel: 07951 07 48 64
Tel: 07773 63 69 09
info@goelevate.co.ukelevate

Technical Solutions

CCTV Systems
WiFi Solutions
TV & Satellite

Audio & Video Systems

“Serving The Teme Valley & Beyond”

Home & Garden
Maintenance

Lawn and hedge cutting
Landscaping

Brick and slab laying
Woodworking

Colin Williams
01584 781380 or 07813 958478

curlycolin@hotmail.co.uk

Mowing2Growing
Gardening Services
Mowing • Flower Bed Tending

Mini Digger Hire with operator

Garden Tidy • Handyman Services
Hedge Trimming • Fencing
Helping Hands Labour Hire

Vegetable Garden Clearance,
Rotavating & Planting Service

Small Landscape Work, including
Brick & Stone Walling • Patios, Paths

Reliable and Friendly Service

01885 410625 / 07778 818808

The Worcestershire
Chimney Sweep

Richard Haines

07752 116629, 01584 781358
lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk

Traditional & Power Sweeping Services
Certified Chimney Sweep

Insurance Recognised Certificate Issued
Stove Servicing

£2million Public Liability Insurance
Internal and External Stove Installation
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February “fill-dyke” is a good month to stay in-
doors and avoid the slush and sogginess out-
side. The topic I have chosen for today’s article
can be con-templated indoors and concerns the
plants and animals which feature in place
names. Some can be obvious, a name such as

Ferny Hill needs no explanation. This hillside
area of Orleton lies just beneath Worcestershire
Wildlife Trust’s Hanley Dingle nature reserve.
Known for its undisturbed protection of damp-
loving ferns and fungi, this wood was once
memorably described by David Bellamy as
“Worcestershire’s own rain-forest”. Similarly,
May Hill in Knighton-on-Teme takes its name
from hawthorn blossom, those creamy clusters
of flowers which billow into the landscape
every May.
      Other names are less obvious. The village
of Rock is not situated on a cliff but is named
from a contraction of the old words “ther ack”,
meaning the oak. Once, a great oak tree stood
there, from which the settlement took its name.
Other ancient oaks formerly in the vicinity
were Augustine’s Oak at Abberley, the Nunup-
ton Oak at Nunupton west of Tenbury, and the
most-recently demised Mawley Oak at the
junction of the road from Clows Top to the
Cleobury to Bewdley road. Another oak-de-
rived name is Ockeridge, a place just south of
Little Witley, which means oak ridge and an-
other ridge, this time of lime trees, is reflected
in the parish name of Lindridge.
      Trees are not the only plants to end up in
place names. Ramsons, also known as wild gar-

Continued on page 24

Teme Valley Wildlife

Meadows 
Soft Furnishings

by Tracey Birks
Bespoke handmade curtains, blinds, 

soft furnishings and lampshades 
designed and made for you 

No obligation home consultation
tracey@meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
www.meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
01886 812583 or 07831 818104
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lic, feature in the name of Romsley. A ley was a
woodland clearing and this parish can be trans-
lated as “woodland clearing of wild garlic”.
The plant loves to grow alongside stream-edges
and when the stream flows through a wood the
enclosed space makes the smell of the leaves
very noticeable. Maybe those pilgrims trudging
to St Kenelm’s church noted the smell and gave
the place its name.
      Animals and birds appear too. Bevere Is-
land, the island in the Severn just north of
Worcester where the city-dwellers once re-
treated to avoid invasion and plague, derives
its name from the beaver. Beavers last lived in
the wild in the sixteenth century but they have
recently returned as their damming activities
may prove important for flood-management.
Another recent re-introduction is the crane, a
bird having many place name associations. The
Cornbrook, the Teme tributary that starts below
the Clees and runs into the Teme near the Pea-
cock at Boraston, takes its name from these
birds. How many cranes there were historically
is the subject of discussion, some people claim
the term to refer to herons, but thirteenth cen-
tury royal banquets certainly mentioned them.
At Henry III’s Christmas dinner in 1251, 115
were apparently eaten, amongst other rich fare
no doubt.

      Finally, there’s my favourite – the pine
marten – apparently once so common in Mart-
ley that its name has been immortalised for
ever. If you want to find out more about this
fascinating subject I can recommend Worcester-
shire author Mike Jenkins’ new book, “The His-
tory of Place Names in England and
Worcestershire.”  
      The next meeting of the Teme Valley
Wildlife Group will take place at Stoke Bliss
and Kyre village hall on Thursday 10th Febru-
ary at 7.30pm. We welcome Tom Mabbett
whose talk will be on the flora and fauna of
South America. Everyone is most welcome, it
is just £2 on the door. 

Stephanie Mocroft 

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being
seen in the area, or to give us your sightings or com-
ments, visit our Facebook page. Our programme of
events, bird survey and archive photographs are
available on our website
www.temevalleywildlife.co.uk  We normally hold
meetings on the second Thursday of the month. All
are welcome. Contact us by telephone on 01568
750413 or by email at tvwg@outlook.com.

Continued from page 23

The deadline for the next issue 
is 18th February
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Tenbury & District Carers
Support Group

meets on the 4th Wednesday of every
month from 10.30 am to 12 noon

at Penlu Sports Centre
It’s available to support all carers

01886 853633

Farm Community Network
Confidential phone line 7am to 11pm

0845 367 9990
Samaritans

01905 21121/0345 909090
Free confidential support and advice

Lindridge pre-school is attentive to the 
needs of children and places priority on 

helping children settle and gain confidence 
Ofsted 2017

Situated in the beautiful Teme Valley amidst stunning countryside, our small and friendly
Pre-school is the perfect setting for your child’s early development. 

Holding the highest level of accreditation by the Pre-School Learning Alliance in their Qual-
ity Assurance Scheme, we encourage learning through educational play in our indoor and
outdoor classrooms and outdoor ‘muddy area’.

An independent charity run pre-school set in the grounds of Lindridge Primary School, we
enjoy close links with the school, enabling a crossover of learning opportunities as well as
facilitating an easy transition into primary school life within the local area.

We take children from 2 to 4 years of age and we are open from Monday to Friday, 8.50am
to 3pm.

For more information please contact the Pre-School on 01584 881647
or visit us at www.lindridge-pre-school.co.uk

“

ROB NORTHWOOD
RENOVATION AND REPAIR
OF TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS

Oak-frame Restoration and Decoration
•

Extensions and Oak Porches
•

Stonework and Roofing
• 

Pointing and Chimney Repairs
•

Lime Work
•

Complete Renovations,
Small Repairs and Maintenance

•
Over 20 Years’ Experience

01885 410425
07811 288986

info@robnorthwood.com
www.robnorthwood.com

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

            • Cesspool & Pump Stations
              • Soakaways
              • Blockage Clearance
              • Sewage Treatment Engineers
              • Pumps, Compressors & Servicing
              • CCTV Drainage Surveys

www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk

Call us now for free advice & quotation

01886 888471
Berrow Green Road, Martley, Worcester WR6 6PQ

Fast reliable service established for over 30 years
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What’s on in Teme Valley South
 
 February
  2nd   Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
  10th  Thursday          Neighbourhood Lunch, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 12.30pm
  18th  Friday               Pub Night, Eastham Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
  19th  Saturday          Film Night at Hanley Village Hall, Swimming with Men, 7.30pm
  22nd Tuesday           Rochford Neighbourhood Lunch, Rochford Village Hall, 12.30 for 1pm 
  24th  Thursday          Eastham Residents’ Association AGM, Eastham Memorial Hall, 7pm
  25th  Friday               Pub Night, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 7.30pm

  March
  1st    Tuesday           Pancake Evening, Rochford Village Hall, 7pm
  2nd   Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
  10th  Thursday          Neighbourhood Lunch, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 12.30pm
  18th  Friday               Pub Night, Eastham Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
  19th  Saturday          Film Night at Hanley Village Hall, The Guard, 7.30pm
  25th  Friday               Pub Night, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 7.30pm
  26th  Saturday          Spring Celebration, Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall, 10.30am

  April
  6th    Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am

  May
  4th    Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am

 June
  1st    Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
  2nd-5th                      Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
  2nd   Thursday          Hanley Happening and Beacon Party, Rectory Garden, 4.30pm
  5th    Sunday            Eastham Platinum Jubilee Party, Eastham Memorial Hall

 July
  6th    Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am
  24th  Sunday            Rochford Village Fête

 August
  3rd    Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am

  September
  7th    Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning, Eastham Memorial Hall, 10.30am

Send items for inclusion to Sandra Griffiths by 18th of the month
telephone 01568 750665  or email ronsmum@btconnect.com 
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The Church of England has a pre-recorded weekly online service which can be found by
searching Church of England Weekly Services or accessed on their website www.chur-
chofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online/weekly-online-services.

Services Schedule
Facemasks for services inside a church are a legal requirement at the time of writing

Daily prayer continues at 9am and 7pm on Zoom, please contact Rev’d Julia if you would
like to join us.

Blessings group meets regularly and is co-ordinated by Richard Skerrett who can be con-
tacted on 01886 853099 for further details.

Saturday 5th February

10am Stoke Bliss churchyard Forest Church

Sunday 6th February

10.00am Stanford Church Holy Communion with hymns

11.30am Rochford Church Christening

4.00pm Stanford Church TVS Praise Service

Sunday 13th February

10.00am Hanley Childe Holy Communion

3.00pm Rochford Church Snowdrops Songs of Praise

4.00pm Rochford Village Hall Snowdrop tea and crafts

Sunday 20th February

10.00am Eastham All Age and Holy Communion

2.00pm Walking Church

Sunday 27th February

10.00am Rochford All Age and Holy Communion

4.00pm Stoke Bliss Evening Service on Zoom
 for link ask Rev’d Julia

Wednesday 2nd March Ash Wednesday

9.00am Rochford Church Holy Communion and Ashing Service

Services
February 2022

TemeTalk • 01568 750665 • ronsmum@btconnect.com
Deadline for the next issue 18th February 
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Norris
Miles

SOLICITORS
6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW
Tel: 01584 810575
Fax: 01584 811759
post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk

Local Legal Advice

•  Property sale and purchase

•  Property, building and other disputes

•  Wills and Powers of Attorney

•  Administration of Estates and Tax Planning

•  Business and farm sale, purchase and
Tenancies

•  Prenups and Cohabitation Agreements

•  Divorce, separation, finance and children

Do you remember when Neil Armstrong walked on the moon? 

Do you want to use PCs/laptops/tablets/phones etc to get better deals on insurance or energy, 
to make bookings, to shop online or to use eBay to buy and sell items? 

Do you have problems connecting to the internet, printing, organising your files (documents and 
photos), setting up emails, using spreadsheets, producing documents (letters, reports, novels or diaries)?

If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then you need

I’ve been helping individuals and organisations to embrace information technology for over 40 years
I will visit you in your home or business and assess your needs 

The first assessment visit will be free after which I will charge £25 per hour 
Please contact Robin on 01886 853295
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Silver Surfer Support

Silver Surfer Support



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

A M BRIDGE PROPERTY SERVICES LTD

• Alterations/extensions • maintenance/repairs
• Electrical • Brickwork/tiling

• Carpentry • Patios / garden walls • Plumbing and heating

• A complete building service • Quality craftsmanship
• Full public liability insurance • Free quotations

Professional and qualified advice

MARK BRIDGE
telephone 01584 781356 • mobile 07971 530595

Rochford, Tenbury Wells

For prompt reliable attention and personal service call us!

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For independent and professional advice on residential and rural property sales,
auctions, lettings, acquisitions and valuations contact Nick Champion

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


