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• Fully trained and insured operators
                                                                   • Latest equipment
                                                               • Minimum drying times
                                                                  • We move furniture
                                                        • Customer satisfaction guarantee
                                                               • Oriental rug specialists
                                                                • Stainshield treatment
                                                                • Deodorizer treatment
                                                                • Quotations on request

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning Specialists
Highfields, Knightwick, Worcestershire WR6 5QG

01886 821554 or 07971 603007
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“One of the region’s finest pub-
restaurants ... The chef runs a
kitchen that’s the gastronomic
equivalent of an Aston Martin.
Powerfully-built and able to
cruise through the gears with
ease, it allows guests to purr with
approval.”

“The Baiting House is a rural
idyll ... located in undulating
countryside that might reasonably
be described as beautiful.”

The Shropshire Star
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Dear Villagers
We are now firmly in autumn and the time has
come to celebrate harvest in our churches across
Teme Valley South. This year we will be using
the National Food Strategy, written by Henry
Dimbleby and published in July 2020, as our
theme for reflection. It is the first comprehensive
review of food matters in the UK for 75 years
and has some interesting points. More details
can be found at www.nationalfoodstrategy.org
    Henry Dimbleby writes:
    “Part one of a two-part National Food Strat-
egy does not present a comprehensive plan for
transforming the food system: that will follow in
part two. Instead, it contains urgent recommen-
dations to support this country through the tur-
bulence caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, and
to prepare for the end of the EU exit transition
period on 31 December 2020. It contains a set of
targeted recommendations for government, cov-
ering three main themes:
• Support for our most disadvantaged children.
Eating well in childhood is the very foundation
stone of equality of opportunity. I make a series
of recommendations to ensure that our most dis-
advantaged children get the nutrition they need.
• Sovereignty, standards and scrutiny. With the
right mechanisms in place, I argue that we can
ensure high food standards, protect the environ-
ment and be a champion of free trade.
• Health: a wake-up call. We can no longer ig-
nore the damage our diets are doing to our
health and well-being. I argue that Covid-19 is a
teachable moment on diet-related diseases and
make recommendations to support people to
make the healthy choice.”
    Alongside reflection and prayers we will be
actively supporting the first main theme by do-
nations to local food banks making dry and fresh
collections.

Continued on page 3
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STAY AT
HOME

Home Support

A break can be good for everyone
We provide

•    Respite in your own home
•    Night sitting
•    Day sitting
•    Support to access the community,
      inc appointments and socialising

Get in touch for a chat or a free
no-obligation quote

Susan Grazier
T:  01299 270675 
M: 07969 673092
E:  stayathome-homesupport@live.com

A H CALDICOTT & SONS
Funeral Directors

Burials
Cremations

Chapel of Rest

15 MARKET STREET
TENBURY WELLS

01584 810281
01584 891502 after 6pm

A family run business
established 1919

email: reception@ajopticians.co.uk

Teme Valley South Contacts
Priest-in-charge: Julia Curtis 01886 853286
Associate Priest: Sally Jones 01584 781526
Reader: Pete Thorp 07917 783159

Churchwardens
Eastham: Celia Adams 01584 781258 
Rochford: Ann Prosser 01584 781317
      Jennifer Gledhill  01584 812500 
Stoke Bliss and Kyre:
Hanleys: Ed Yarnold  07930 882728
Stanford: Robin Dean 01886 853295

Pastoral Team
Stanford: Lesley Dean 01886 853295
Hanleys: Peter Thorneycroft 01885 410484
Stoke Bliss: 
Rochford: Ann Prosser 01584 781317
      Jenny Barbé 01584 781298
Eastham: Helen Matravers 01584 781510 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sue Softly 
      01584 881342

Keep Fit Group
Upper Sapey Village Hall

Mondays  10.30 am to 12 noon
£5 per session 

(or book a series for £4.50 each)
01684 564334

Ballroom Dance Classes
Eastham Memorial Hall

Wednesday 7.30 to 8.30pm
£6 per person

Contact Naomi on 01588 674823
or naomihart26@yahoo.co.uk
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Parish news
From the registers
Our prayers and sympathy are with the family
and friends of Sadie Monte of The Oaks, Kyre.
Following her funeral in St Peter’s Church she
was buried in the churchyard at Stoke Bliss on
1st September. 
      Also we pray for the family and friends of
Jean Wilding, who lived and farmed in
Rochford for many years. Her funeral in St
Michael’s Church was on 22nd September and
she was buried in the churchyard afterwards.
Reunited with husband John on their wedding
anniversary. 
      May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

Regular services and private prayer
Our church buildings remain open for private
prayer as below. You are very welcome to come
and spend some time in these spaces to reflect,
to pray and just to ‘be’ for a quiet moment. 
St Peter & St Paul, Eastham
      Tuesday                                9am to 6pm
St Mary, Stanford on Teme     
      Thursday                              9am to 6pm
St Mary, Kyre Wyard                
      Friday                                    2.30pm to 5pm

  Church to be attended
St Michael, Rochford               
                                                      
Wednesday and Sunday           9am to 6pm
St Peter, Stoke Bliss                  
      Friday                                    10am to 4pm
All Saints, Hanley William     
      Saturday                               9am to 4pm
     Thanks to all of you who are willing to air
the churches and give them a spruce up before
opening and have offered to lock and unlock.
Without you we could not re-open.

Service times
As the clocks change this month and the
evenings shorten we will move to our winter
timing pattern for services and so the evening
service will be at 3.30pm from 25th October
until the spring arrives!

Annual meeting of parishioners, followed
by annual meeting of church council
Once every year we meet to elect church war-
dens, church officers and to receive annual re-
ports. Our original date in April was not
possible (as we were in full lockdown then) and
so these meetings will now be on 21st October
at 7.30pm. You can join us either on Zoom or
face-to-face in St Mary’s Stanford.
      At the annual meeting of parishioners we
will elect church wardens for the parish. Any-
one living in the parish of Teme Valley South or
on the church electoral roll will be welcome to
come along and vote on churchwardens. We do
have vacancies, so if anyone would like to stand
do ring Rev’d Julia for an informal discussion
about what this involves.
      This meeting will be immediately followed
by the annual meeting of the church council.
Here we receive the annual report and the new
PCC is formed.
      If you would like a Zoom link do email
Rev’d Julia or if you would like to attend in per-
son, we will be gathering in Stanford church.
With this face-to-face meeting we will need to
wear facemasks please and observe the usual
social distancing.

Rev’d Julia Curtis

Advertise your event FREE in
TemeTalk and reach 660 

households in seven parishes
email ronsmum@btconnect.com 

or call 01568 750665 

This month’s front cover picture is ‘Castle
storm’ Ludlow, Shropshire, by Shelly Perkins 
Limited edition print 50 x 19cm
Available from www.shellyperkins.co.uk

Continued from page 1

    We will also be collecting monetary donations
for the locally run charity Farmers Overseas Ac-
tion Group.
    Our experiences of the past few months have
highlighted our farmers as key workers and vital
to keeping this country fed, so this during Octo-
ber do take a moment to give thanks for all they
do, and let us pray for a good future of all.

Rev’d Julia
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Delicious home-cooked meals delivered to your door
Home-cooked and individually frozen meals delivered

within Tenbury Wells and the surrounding area
Locally sourced produce

Good quality food with a personal touch 
for anyone who loves home cooking

For menus and more information go to www.HazelCooks.co.uk
telephone 01885 410222 or email info@HazelCooks.co.uk

Rochford 49 Club
Congratulations
to this month’s £25 winners:

Wednesday winners
Aug 19th     No 5     not sold
Aug 26th     No 45   Sarah Forsyth
Sept 2nd     No 12   Sheila Palmer 
Sept 9th      No 55   not sold
Sept 16th    No 45   Sarah Forsyth

Saturday Winners
Aug 22nd    No12    Jennifer Gledhill
Aug 29th     No 16   not sold
Sept 5th      No 32   Andrew Barbé
Sept 12th    No 14   Mrs Robinson

There are still plenty of numbers available –
why not join in? It’s just £1 per draw and the
profits are split between Rochford church and
the village hall – plus you get two chances
each week to win £25!    

It would be great to see fewer unsold 
tickets next month!

Remember, you must be in it to win it!
Ring Gill Smith on

07815 030050

Teme Valley Tote
September’s prize draw of the Tote (the sixth
in this series) was decided when Rev’d Robert
Barlow rolled the dice on 1st September to se-
lect the set of random numbers. Prizewinners
are:
£50 – Trisha Hayward of Pensax (No 335) 
£30 – John Hughes of Stanford (No 477)
£20 – Cecilia Dean of Stanford (No 537)
      A number of people in Knighton have not
been entered because their subscriptions were
not collected. If you wish to take part from 1st
October to 31st March, the subscription will
be £5. Please contact Duane or Robin if you
wish to join.
      If you would like to join please contact the
organiser, Robin Dean, on 01886 853295 or by
email at robin.c.dean@gmail.com, or contact
your local co-ordinator. 

A greengrocer’s apostrophe
On my daily walk I pass a house with a table
outside containing several bags, a pot for
money and a notice, chalked on a small black-
board, which until today read “Sloe’s £1 a bag”.
     Today I noticed that someone had rubbed
out the rogue apostrophe.  It made my day!

SG
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Coronavirus update
We are still very conscious of social distancing
and therefore trying to arrange outdoor com-
munity events where possible. Hopefully
things will improve soon.

Neighbourhood Lunches 
Take-away neighbourhood lunches (delivered
or collected) will be available on Friday 16th
October. They can be collected or delivered to
your home for just £5 (please bring your own
plates).  Please contact Ann on 01584 781317  by
Monday 12th October if you would like one.

Congratulations and welcome 
We are pleased to congratulate Mark and Sue
Bridge on the birth of their grandson Elliot, at
a whopping 10lb 2oz, and Ross and Hayley
Gillard of Dunstan Villa on the birth of their
son Griff.
     We are pleased to welcome Graham and
Carolin Neighbour at Hope Cottage, Church
Lane and we hope they will be very happy in
Rochford and will enjoy everything this com-
muity has to offer.

Rochford Harvest Festival
Rochford Harvest Festival will be on 11th Oc-
tober at 3pm. Because of Covid restrictions it
will be a service with a difference this year. Ev-
eryone is welcome from all the local villages. It
will be an afternoon open air service adjacent
to the church followed by pizza and fries.
Mother Earth Pizza has been booked to serve
at 4pm, eat on site or take home.  Come along
to the service or just come for a pizza.
     As usual pizzas must be ordered before
midday on the day. Payment is cash only on
collection or bank transfer in advance.
     If you would like to donate harvest gifts to
the service, they should be in packets or tins so
they can be taken to the local food bank. (Un-
fortunately they do not accept perishables).
Money collected from the service will go to the
Farmers Overseas Action Group (FOAG).

Rochford church
Rochford church is open for private prayer on
Sundays and Wednesdays from 9am to 6pm, so
please feel free to visit and enjoy the lovely
peaceful location and the welcome that
Rochford church will give you.
     Church services (with risk assessment safe-
guards in place) are being held in the church
and are also still being streamed on Facebook.
See page 28 for October services and please
come along.

Services
Other church services planned include:
All Souls Service on 1st November
Remembrance Service on 8th November
Please put theses dates in you diary and look
out for more details next month.

Andrew Barbé

Jean Wilding
Many years ago, when I was first involved with
Teme Valley South News, Jean Wilding, who
died in August aged 88, wrote the news from
Rochford. 

She wrote her notes on lined foolscap paper,
her exuberant scrawl covering both sides of the
page, climbing up the sides and upside down
at the bottom, with many crossings out, para-
graphs out of order and sweeping arrows to in-
dicate where they should go.  Not an inch of
wasted paper.  No cut and paste in those days,
it was quite a challenge to bring order out of
chaos and turn her (sometimes several) pages
into a coherent report. She signed herself
Church Mouse.

The Rochford News has never been quite the
same since Jean toiled up the hill on her bicycle
to deliver her copy. 

SG 

TemeTalk 
ronsmum@btconnect.com

or 01568 750665

RochfordRochfordRochford
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Stoke Bliss and Kyre

Marika Harding
DO

OSTEOPATH
  • Cranial Osteopathy
  • Traditional Osteopathy
  • Treating symptoms and
     the background condition

Hanley Broadheath

01886 853080 

TV, VIDEO, AUDIO, 
SATELLITE,

MICROWAVE REPAIRS
For prompt, efficient service

at competitive rates
telephone

DAVE PARKER
01885 410711

Mobile 07790 423158

Opening the churches for services
It was really good to return to the church for
worship in August. A little strange with masks
on yet special to worship again in familiar
ways. Practising the sign of the Peace in its
symbolic gesture that is almost like the wings
of a flying bird as it goes out to others.  Taking
communion as individuals to receive the bread
(but not the wine, that was only by Julia at the
end – no, she didn’t bless enough for us all!).
Spread out in the pews, though come to think
of it that was the least strange bit, but we were
encourage to sit at the front first – a challenge
for a CofE congregation ...
     Then afterwards to be able to speak to others
that we had not seen for months – of course al-
ways at an anti-social distance. Discussing the
bible readings at Kyre, led by Pete Thorp, al-
ways a source of deepening understanding as
we unpack the meaning and its many layers.
     Good to hear that the internet services will
continue in some form and hopefully we will
be able to see and talk to the people who have
joined us in those  services at some point.
     So as we slowly move to the ‘new normal’

may we not lose all that we have gained in hav-
ing to stop and be still but take it with us as we
journey on.
     For me having time to appreciate my land
and walk the labyrinth created in autumn/win-
ter 2018 on a daily basis, seeing the seasonal
changes with eyes and minds that were not fo-
cusing on what next to do, but able to ‘be’ and
turning the diary pages to discover what it was
I was not ‘doing’ were unforeseen bonuses.
     So to quote   from Dag Hammerskjold’s
Markings,  ‘To all that has been Thanks, to all
that will be Yes.’  

Maggie Kingston   

Stoke Bliss & Kyre Village Hall
The management committee would like to
thank the local community for their patience
during these difficult times. We have carefully
studied the guidelines issued to village halls
and have started putting into place the relevant
changes that are needed to make the hiring of
the hall compatible with Covid regulations. We
will hopefully have more news next month.

Mike Williams
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E a s t h a m  J o t t i n g s
Coronavirus update
October is the seventh month of our new so-
cially distanced norm. The swaps of produce
and other sales has yielded another £100 into
the honesty jar – well over £500 now for the
Memorial Hall. Thanks to everyone. 

Eastham church weekly opening
Eastham church is open on Tuesdays from 9am
to 6 pm. The first service in the church for six
months was on 21st September.

Flowers and cleaning
St Peter’s and St Paul’s church is open for
cleaning and flower arranging, in line with in-
structions from the diocese.  The rota is:

October – Rhiannon Chapman
November – Diana Potter

Autumn clean of churchyard and church
Saturday 17th October, churchyard 10am to
1pm and inside the church 2pm to 4pm. 
     Please come along at any time with garden-
ing utensils to tackle the Churchyard with so-
cial distancing – there’s lots to be done to
straighten everything up ready for the winter.
Church interior from 2 pm to 4 pm including
polishing off the flower arrangements ready for
Harvest Festival. Please bring dusters and
brass cleaning utensils to tackle the inside of
the church. 

Pumpkinfest@harvest
Sunday 18th October at Eastham church. En-
tries to the church from 9 to 9.45 am. We hope
that Curate Philip will conduct the judging on
the day. You don’t have to live in Eastham to
take part  – just join in, it’s all for fun!
Classes are:
1.  3 squash
2.  Display of home-grown vegetables
3.  Heaviest pumpkin
4.  Largest pumpkin by circumference
5.  Children – an animal made from fruit 
     or vegetable
     Enquiries to Nicky Webb,  email
nudgecorner@gmail.com or Jen Jones, email
jonesjengem@yahoo.co.uk.

Eastham Coffee Morning
Our Macmillan coffee morning planned for 7th
October was moved to 30th September. 
     Last year we raised £500 for Macmillan Can-
cer Support and this year we are targetting at
least £200. If you would like to donate, you can
make a cash donation to Celia Adams at East-
ham Court, pay electronically by scanning the
QR code below with your phone or tablet, or
email easthamcourt@icloud.com for details of
how to pay by bank transfer (gift aid can be
claimed).
     Many thanks to Hilary for donating the star
prize in the draw of afternoon tea for two at
Spotty Dog.  
                                                               Celia Adams  
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Hanley Happenings
Local talent
This month’s local talent takes us into the world
of poetry and we are publishing the this poem
(right), written by a local resident of the Han-
leys who wishes to remain anonymous (and it’s
not me !). The poem was originally written on
the eve of the millennium and the poet felt that
it’s perhaps as relevant now as it was then –
hope for the future in an uncertain world. There
is more of this work to come at a later date and
I hope you like it.

Hanley Village Hall
As soon as the village hall committee convened
to organise the re-opening of the hall, the rule
of six was introduced. The table tennis club is
meeting to see if they can comply with the new
regulations and to assess what would be re-
quired in cleaning etc. If this does not appear to
be possible at this stage, the committee will
keep an eye on the situation – it is committed
to re-opening as soon as it’s practically possible.

Can you help?
The hall committee urgently requires new
members who are able to help out on basic jobs,
perhaps organising new events when appropri-
ate and generally bringing new ideas. We have
a wonderful resource in the building and both
Ed Yarnold and Tracy would love to hear from
you if you are interested in helping in whatever
capacity. They can be contacted on 07930 88728
and 07972 183164. 

The Churches
It was good to be able to meet for an outside ser-
vice at Hanley William on 13th September
when eight people joined Julia and Robert on
the north side of the church. There aren’t many
days in the year when that would be possible
but we were blessed with a bright warm au-
tumn morning. There was also an outside ser-
vice at Hanley Childe on 20th September.

Peter Thorneycroft

Ode to the Millennium Dawn
I looked up to the stars, 
The universe displayed 
The answers to my questions 
God’s mysteries to unfold
From deep within my soul did yearn
To know the meaning of existence
Upon this troubled Earth of ours.
Then someone in symbolic way
Told how Jesus came to live, to love
And die upon the cross
To lose and yet to win. I knew then
That life is not in vain.

So if you find yourself alone
Look up to the stars
Don’t be narrow minded
Look to the far horizons.
Man has walked upon the moon
We stand on the threshold of space
Yet God is with us here on Earth
That great vastness to control.
Give one small act of kindness
One tiny word of comfort
Will bring God’s blessings flowing
Then we will know that God is near.

The new millennium fast approaches
There is a new age dawning
A bright new future lies ahead
For children to inherit.
Will the world succumb to darkness?
No! We will always see the light
A flickering candle in the breeze
Never, ever to be extinguished.
So raise up your glasses, drink a toast
Let’s be merry, give a cheer,
Ring the bells and sing joyfully
2,000 years of Christian faith.

Logs
Seasoned hardwood

Firewood and kindling
01584 781034 

or 07787 620166

Advertise your event FREE in TemeTalk
and reach 660 

households in seven parishes
email ronsmum@btconnect.com 
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Stanford • Stanford • Stanford
Where to begin?
At the time of writing (17th September), we are
back down to groups of six and local lockdowns
are in effect in Birmingham, South Wales, the
north west and the north east. We had a
parochial church council last night and we
looked at what might happen over Christmas.
We are looking for your ideas to celebrate Christ-
mas – please let me have them? We talk ed about
‘drive in’ films and on the news this morning
talked about ‘drive in’ pantomimes because of
restrictions on opening of theatres – perhaps
Teme Valley South is ahead of the game!  What
about a Zoom crib service? We are still planning
a Christmas Tree Festival but it is not clear what
form it will take. We will have details in Novem-
ber’s TemeTalk.

Communications
In these uncertain times it is not always possible
to communicate immediately via TemeTalk so if
you wish to be kept in the village loop, please let
me have your email address.  If you don’t have
one, let me know and we will try to phone you.
Alexandra and Cecilia maintain a Stanford page
on Facebook which has the latest information.
There is a Teme Valley South website and a Teme
Valley South Facebook page.

The new normal
This is the third month of having public services
in Teme Valley South. Holy Communion at St
Mary’s will be at 10am on 4th October. Social dis-
tancing measures will be in place during the ser-
vices. Masks should be worn at all times unless
you are doing a reading or prayers. We also need
to collect your names and details for contact trac-
ing – these lists will be destroyed after 21 days.
We will continue to try to stream services or
record them and to record special services and
publish them on Facebook and the TVS parish
website.

Private prayer
St Mary’s will be open from 9am to 6pm every
Thursday during October. There will be a need
for social distancing in the church and you will
be asked to use the provided hand sanitiser on
entering and leaving the church. Thank you to
Anthony for opening up each Thursday.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting
(APCM)
While we intend to hold the meeting, on
Wednesday 21st October at 7.30pm, via Zoom,
we plan to hold a socially distanced face to face
meeting for the whole parish in Stanford church
connected to the Zoom meeting – if we can work
out the technology to make this happen! If you
intend to join the meeting via Zoom, please let
me have your email address and I will send you
a link. If you intend to attend in person, please
let me know so that we can ensure limited num-
bers in the church. 
     Some days before the APCM, we will need to
hold an AGM of the Stanford Area Church Com-
mittee to which anyone will be welcome. This
will be to elect the officers (chairman, secretary,
treasurer, churchwarden and representatives on
Parochial Church Council). Currently the follow-
ing are on the ACC: Alexandra Winnington,
Brian Mills, Cate Mawston, Cecilia Dean, Janet
Mills, Jo Strickland, Lesley Dean, Robin Dean,
Stuart Strickland, Sue Softly, Tracey Dewis and
Rev Julia Curtis (ex officio). We would welcome
new members if you would like to be involved.

Harvest festival
As we had no suggestions as to what we might
do – we are doing nothing! There will be an on-
line service based around Stanford on the week-
end of 4th October.

Volunteers please – again
People have recently joined both the church
committee and the village hall committee but we
would welcome some more, especially when the
crisis is over.  What should we do to celebrate the
end of the crisis? Robin (01886 853295) is happy
to explain what is involved and you are welcome
to one of our meetings when they restart so that
you can see what it is like. We need people to or-
ganise events and assist.

Parish Giving Scheme
Please see the article on page 10. If you need any
further information, please let me know.

John Lane
There is an appreciation of John Lane on page 19.

Robin Dean



10

With the current difficulties with handling cash
and having no collections or donation boxes in
our churches when they are open, we have
greatly reduced levels of donations coming into
our churches.
     To overcome this, we have set up two meth-
ods for giving.

The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS)
This scheme is supported by the diocese. PGS
allows you to make a telephone call and set up
regular donations to a church of your choice by
direct debit. There is an option to remain
anonymous but we would encourage you to re-
veal your name so that we can thank you for
becoming involved in the scheme. PGS collects
and returns Gift Aid to your church, if you are
eligible for it to be reclaimed. Currently there is
no handling charge for this service. 
     If you choose to give in this way, please do
not feel obliged to make contributions at regu-
lar services. However, should you wish to leave
extra then there will be a retiring collection and
the plate will be available at special services. 
     If you currently make donations by standing
order, this scheme will replace the standing
order if you wish to make the switch. The ad-
vantage to your church is that if your donations

are eligible for Gift Aid, this will be sent to the
church without the need to fill in collection en-
velopes or make separate claims to HMRC. We
have produced a separate guide which is avail-
able from your churchwardens or treasurers en-
titled Parish Giving Scheme comes to Teme Valley
South.

Give.net 
This scheme has been set up by an organisation
called Stewardship and is available on the in-
ternet at www.give.net/tvspcc. This page al-
lows you to make single donations or regular
payments. Give.net collects Gift Aid if you are
eligible for it to be reclaimed. There is a small
handling charge. There is a single account for
the PCC so if you want your donation to go to
a specific church you should make this clear.
We would encourage you to reveal your name.

Anything you are able to donate will be very
much appreciated.
     If you have any concerns or queries about
these methods of giving, please contact your
churchwarden or treasurer.

Giving in the parish of Teme Valley South

TemeTalk 
ronsmum@btconnect.com  
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oPen Friday 6pm to midnight

The White Pheasant WR6Orleton Court Farm WR6 6SU
07966 294032

PoP uP cellar bar
open on the first Friday of  every month 

serving local ales and ciders

Live music • Friendly ambience • Great atmosphere

available for private parties

birthdays, Weddings, 

christenings

Our Live 8 Adventures – Part Two
At 2pm the crowd
erupted. I’m sure the roar
of 120,000 is pretty deaf-
ening, but when you are
in the thick of it you just
go with the flow. The
Coldstream Guards gave
us a short trumpet fanfare
and then Paul McCartney
and U2 performed Sgt
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts
Club Band. There followed mainly fantastic but
just a few not so fantastic performances. Sting,
Annie Lennox, REM, Sir Elton and many more
all fantastic. Surprisingly, Robbie Williams,
who I can take or leave was brilliant and really
got the crowd going. Strangely though I still
seemed to know all the words to his songs!
     When Bob Geldof came on stage with
Birhan Woldu the crowd was silenced. Birhan
is the girl from Ethiopia whose photo stunned
the world in 1985 and played a huge part in
bringing Live Aid to the world. Here she was,
no longer close to death but a beautiful fit and
healthy young lady. The emotion was palpable.
She held hands with Madonna throughout her
performance of Like A Prayer. She had been
asked who she would like to be on stage with

and chose Madonna be-
cause she was the only
pop star she had heard of.
Rather humbling, don’t
you think. Birhan’s ap-
pearance was very much
a highlight of the day. 

I really was hav-
ing the time of my life,
singing and dancing,
when the Old Man said

he was feeling a bit weary and sat down. I
didn’t take a lot of notice but then Snoop Dogg
came on gave a not very impressive perfor-
mance with a lot of swearing. The crowd
started booing and I turned to the Old Man
who was no longer sitting down but lying
down and fast asleep and even snoring! No
wonder people around were having a good
laugh.
     There were many famous faces introducing
the acts, each one reminding us why we were
there. Kofi Annan and Bill Gates spoke to us,
Lenny Henry, Dawn French and David Beck-
ham, to name a few, but the biggest roar was
for Peter Kay with his impromptu singing of Is
This The Way To Amarillo and introducing The

Continued on page 12

Birhan Woldu and Madonna on stage



12

Local IT support for local people.

Over 35 years of technical
experience behind our seasoned
team ... and still going strong

Total Computer Solutions 01886 853996
Computer and laptops installation and set up
Maintenance contracts and ad hoc repairs

Please give us a ring

Who as The Spice Girls! Then, ladies, Brad Pitt
came on to introduce Annie Lennox! Me within
an arm’s length of Brad ... Well ok, but we were
in the same park!
     A young man passed us several times carry-
ing a large flagpole, which he was forlornly
waving high in the air. Attached to the flagpole
was his shirt on which he had written “Fiona,
where the ... are you”.  It made us chuckle. “Ex-
cuse me, excuse me, coming through” and we
turned to find a friend who lived in Bromyard
coming towards us. She had arrived at Hyde
Park at 7am and still ended up behind us. We
made sure not to mention our inadvertent
queue jumping.
     The event was due to finish at 9.30pm. Not
a chance! Sir Bob kept telling us if we had trains
to catch, we should leave as the powers that be
were not laying on extra trains. We looked at
each other. It was a no-brainer. We certainly
weren’t going to miss the Pink Floyd reunion.
It would be fine, we’d find somewhere to stay.
     Pink Floyd did not disappoint and as people
had left, we got marginally closer so the dots
on the stage were slightly larger. At 12.30 am
Paul McCartney closed Live 8 with a long ver-
sion of Hey Jude. Brilliant ending to a brilliant
day.
     We were wrong. No room at the inn. Full ev-
erywhere. Hotels were even letting people
bunk down in their foyers. Not us; always last
in the queue. We got to Paddington Station and
chatted with a few others who had the same
problem, discussing which would be the best

doorways to look for. Luckily, security at
Paddington said we could stay there and
opened up a waiting room, even putting a po-
liceman on guard outside, and a coffee booth
stayed open all night. Once again at the back of
the queue, no chairs left, so we hunkered down
on the floor. Not recommended for future Lon-
don visits. We were dozing in fits and starts
when surprisingly, at 2.30am a train stopped
and out poured those who had been at Henley
Regatta, very much worse for wear. (Huh! So
they got a late train). It was amusing to see peo-
ple who had probably been very well groomed
at the start of the day now with smudged
makeup, stilettos slung over shoulders, boaters
askew and large clanking wicker picnic baskets
being dragged along. They were all very noisy.
     We certainly didn’t get much sleep that
night and were extremely stiff when we
boarded the first train back to Worcester. We
slept all the way, got home and went straight to
bed. I was treasurer of Rochford PCC at the
time and it was fête day. I set my alarm for an
hour’s time, got up and managed to be there
just before 2pm. I got a second wind and man-
aged to last the afternoon, just! When I got
home the Old Man was as fresh as a daisy hav-
ing slept most of the afternoon. I didn’t com-
plain as he had cooked me a lovely dinner. The
trouble was I couldn’t stay awake to eat it.
     What a weekend to remember – I wouldn’t
change a thing!

Jane Bull

Continued from page 11
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The rebuild is on schedule with the new building
taking shape.  We had the first drawdown from
the Lottery mid-month, so we can keep on top of
our payment schedule. Outside the Hall we in-
tend is to create a lovely area with benches, water
butts and raised beds. We are looking forward to
pressing ahead with this project, so any help
making benches during the next few months is
most appreciated. Please call Mike Palfrey on
07976 854267.

Time capsule
The time capsule has not been sunk into the con-
crete under the building so ideas are still wel-
come, we hope to work with Lindridge School
on this project so we can bury the time capsule
in the Memorial Hall garden. 

Memorial Board
Readers were interested to read again last month
of those listed on the Memorial Board. We hope
to bring more details next month about  the
Great War and also memories of the Second
World War.  Send us any memories to add to the
collection.  The Memorial Board is being refur-
bished ready for its place in the new hall.

Wish list for donations
We have had a great  response to our  wish list
for donations but we still need items including
the pre-rinse shower tap (£200), the first aid kit
(£20) and others. If you would like to donate
please email mike.palfrey@easthammemorial-
hall.org.uk or telephone Mike on 07976 854267.

Celia Adams

Eastham Memorial Hall update

Singing lessons 
Offered by professional opera singer at 
Eastham studio or in central Worcester

All ages and abilities welcome –
complete beginners, keen amateurs or  

professional singers starting their career

www.erikamadijones.com
07967 585096

Tiling by

Creative Ceramics
Ceramic wall and floor tile fixing

Stone, slate and quarry tiles
Over 20 years’ experience

Free quotations

07538 392014
creativeceramics237@gmail.com
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PAINTER 
and DECORATOR

JAMES MUNRO

Free Consultation and Quote

Professional Reliable Service

Interior & Exterior

Domestic and Commercial
vvvvv

LEADED LIGHTS
Design, make, install or repair

vvvvv

07415 699808 / 01584 781129
james.m7@hotmail.co.uk

ROB NORTHWOOD
RENOVATION AND REPAIR
OF TRADITIONAL BUILDINGS

Oak-frame Restoration and Decoration
•

Extensions and Oak Porches
•

Stonework and Roofing
• 

Pointing and Chimney Repairs
•

Lime Work
•

Complete Renovations,
Small Repairs and Maintenance

•
Over 20 Years’ Experience

01885 410425
07811 288986

info@robnorthwood.com
www.robnorthwood.com

Dan wins tallest sunflower competition
Rev’d Julia Curtis and I were abso-
lutely honoured to present Albert
‘Dan’ Taylor of Tenbury Wells with
his trophy and prize for growing the
tallest sunflower – a whopping 11ft
5in (350cms) tall.
     We asked Dan for some tips to
share with you in preparation for next
year’s competition.
     1.  Water and feed your seed and
plant regularly
     2.  Talk to them – they are living
things
     3.  Provide them with good sun-
light and a nice thick stake for sup-
port
     Dan then told what can only be
described as the parable of two seeds.
I feel we may well hear the whole
story in one of Julia’s sermons very
soon!
     When he opened his sunflower kit
there was one big, plump, shiny,
healthy seed and one puny, shriveled, tiny seed
that looked good for nothing. Dan planted them
at the same time and treated them both the same
with water, feed and a true gardener’s love and
passion.
     For a number of weeks the tiny seed was al-

ways about six inches smaller than
the bigger seed. Then Dan noticed
that the smaller seed’s stem began to
swell and the flower head was above
that of the seemingly healthier plant.
Both sunflowers were extremely tall
and would have won the competition
outright, but the sunflower that grew
from the smallest seed was the tallest,
proudest plant, with a sunflower
head the size of a large dinner plate,
and was the one that gave Dan his
victory. The moral of this story is that
amazing things can grow from small
and seemingly weak things and you
should never judge strength of char-
acter on first impressions!

Dan is very kindly donating his
prize of gardening vouchers to an-
other entrant who is not well at the
moment, along with a handmade
card to cheer them up and wish them
a speedy recovery.

     Many, many thanks to everyone who took
part and sent in your wonderful photos and
videos. I look forward to next year’s competition
and hope you will feel encouraged to grow a
sunflower in 2021.

Jo Strickland
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Digital aerial and satellite services

Approved Freesat Retailer/Installer

Fully Insured and CRB checked

Telephone: 01584 811270
Mobile: 07974 706732

email: paul@angellsaerials.co.uk
web: www.angellsaerials.co.uk

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
SERVING THREE COUNTIES SINCE 1996

www.rewired-worcester.co.uk

TTaakkeeaawwaayy  PPiizzzzaa  NNiigghhtt

Pizza
(all pizzas are 9” thin base)

Margherita £5
Veggie Feast £6

Pepperoni £7 (with jalapeños £7.50)
Ham & mushroom or pineapple £7

Goats cheese & caramelised onions £7.50
Chicken and chorizo £7.50

Meat feast £8
Garlic bread calzone £3.50
Cheesy garlic bread £4

(vegan and gluten free available)
*Extra topping 50p or £1*

Fries
Plain £2

Spicy £2.50
Cheesy £3

Veggie Mexican £3.50

www.motherearthpizza.co.uk

To pre-order for collection call
*before 12 noon on the day*
07498 941699

Sunday
11th October

4pm
15 minute time slots

Rochford
Church

OPEN TO ALL
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���Aiveen�Interiors�has�over�twenty-years�experience�
specialising�in�Interior�Design,�based�in�Worcestershire.�

We�deliver�bespoke�high�quality�Interior�design.�
Boutique�Interior�Shop�*Now�Open*

Stanford�Bridge,�WR6�6SP�
aiveeninteriors.co.uk�•�design@aiveeninteriors.co.uk�

•�07956�273�121

Bespoke�Interior�Design�•�Luxury�&�Designer�Home�Decor

AIVEEN�INTERIORS

Bespoke Interior Design • Luxury & Designer Home Decor
Aiveen Interiors has over twenty years’ experience 

specialising in interior design, based in Worcestershire.
We deliver bespoke high quality interior design

Boutique Interior Shop I NOW OPEN I

Stanford Bridge WR6 6SP
aiveeninteriors.co.uk • design@aiveeninteriors.co.uk

AIVEEN�INTERIORS Marika Harding
DO

OSTEOPATH
  • Cranial Osteopathy
  • Traditional Osteopathy
  • Treating symptoms and
     the background condition

Hanley Broadheath

01886 853080 

Our first Walking Church was back in March.
Just before lockdown and after that incredibly
wet winter, it seems a long time ago. A mixed
group of humans and dogs slithered around in
the mud of Hanley Childe. After months of
prayerful planning we had made a start and
those who took part all said it was good.
     Then came lockdown. Walking together was
banned and Walking Church went online. The
Walking Church's Facebook group had posts of
walks with reflections which were appreciated
locally and further afield. (I heard that Rogation
made it at least as far as Northamptonshire!)
     With restrictions eased but limited to six peo-
ple, Mark Wild and Jen Jones led a Walking
Church from Eastham in July. Thinking we
would still be limited to six people we decided
to hold two Walking Churches in August, but the
rules changed and we were allowed more peo-
ple. Nevertheless we still had two walks that
month, one from St Peter's Stoke Bliss on the sec-
ond Sunday and another from All Saints Hanley
William on the fourth Sunday. Both had nearly a
dozen people (plus dogs!) and both were excel-
lent.
     As I write this, churches are not restricted to
the rule of six. The guidelines from the national
church for outdoor worship have not changed
since July. We held a Walking Church on 20th
September from Kyre, and this month we will

hold a Walking Church on Sunday 18th October,
the feast of St Luke, starting from St Michael's
Rochford, meeting at 2pm.
     Walks are usually around three to four miles
and require a moderate level of fitness. Recent
walks have been able to avoid stiles, a great plus
for those of us with dogs.  The people taking part
have been a mixture of ages and backgrounds
and have all said how good the walks have been.
All are welcome but as the type of risk assess-
ment we need to do depends on numbers, we do
ask that you let us know if you're coming.  If you
think you might like to give it a go, please get in
touch for a conversation about what it's like.

Robert Barlow    
07947 600627 or rhyselane@gmail.com

Walking Church - an update

D & T Michael
Decorators

Professional Property Maintenance
Decorating • General repairs

uPVC cladding • Kitchen and bathroom refits
Free no obligation written quotations

References available
Husband and wife team established 20 years

Phone 01562 743193 or 07714 548984
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This autumn The Artists' Gallery, a coopera-
tively run gallery space in Bromfield, Ludlow,
will open its doors to a wide range of local
artists and creative practitioners in a three-week
showcase. The gallery was founded by Broad-
heath resident and wildlife artist Shelly Perkins
back in October 2019 and is run by Shelly and
seven other local artists. It has now established
itself as a popular outlet on the Ludlow
Farmshop retail site. 
     As with many small businesses, creative arts
practitioners have been hit hard by the effects
of Covid-19 and the knock-on effect it has had
on the economy. Some artists have suffered the
crippling loss of a year’s worth of events.
Where temporary exhibitions, showcases and
fairs are their only retail outlet, many creative
practitioners find themselves without a
'shopfront' for their work.
     Historically the eight permanent members
of The Artists' Gallery have supported other
creative businesses by offering weekend pop-
up events in their large warehouse space adja-
cent to the main gallery. These Open Art Days
have been a way of enabling a wide range of ar-
tisans to have an affordable showcase for their
work, allowing them to present it to the public
in a 'meet the maker' setting. The cooperative
group now seeks to offer a longer-term exhibit-
ing solution in a specially curated event span-

ning the three busiest shopping weeks of the
year – from 31st October until 22nd November.
     As the event is focused around supporting
local makers, the entry fees for the event will be
used in promotion and building the infrastruc-
ture to make the event look and feel like a large
gallery space. Businesses have needed to think
laterally with the unexpected effects of the virus
and the safety of both artists and visitors to the
event is paramount. The gallery will adhere to
its normal stringent cleaning policies and visi-
tor numbers will be capped with a rolling rota
of the visiting artists being available at the
gallery on set days to minimise the number of
people at the event. A one-way system will also
be in place.
     The eight members of the gallery hope the
event will provide a footing for other busi-
nesses who have lost their income streams due
to the virus and help kickstart customer spend-
ing in the creative arts sector in the area.

www.theartistsgalleryludlow.co.uk

Keep calm and buy art

Advertise your event FREE in
TemeTalk and reach 660 

households in seven parishes
email ronsmum@btconnect.com 

or call 01568 750665 
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Do you need help to get the A level grades you
want? Are you returning to education and find-
ing it more difficult than you thought? Or would
you like to learn a little French to make your hol-
idays more enjoyable? Then Paul and Cathie

Tiffany can help you.
     Having many years’ experience of both pri-
vate tutoring and classroom teaching, Paul and
Cathie are able to meet a wide variety of needs.
Their lessons are tailored to the individual, and
are always delivered with sensitivity and good
humour. 
     Cathie is a qualified English teacher offering
help with all aspects of the secondary language
and literature curriculum up to A level. She can
also assist adult students with the planning,
drafting and editing of academic papers, and has
a background in teaching English as an addi-
tional language. Paul has a Classics degree and
taught classical subjects for 12 years. He re-
trained as a primary teacher in 1998, since when
he has taught all age groups in primary schools
across Worcestershire. Paul also offers piano
lessons to beginners of all ages. 
     Paul and Cathie prefer to teach at their house
in Kyre but are prepared to travel to your home
if this is more suitable. During the recent period
of lockdown, they successfully delivered online
lessons. 
     Both are DBS checked and can provide refer-
ences from current and former pupils.
     Give them a call on 01885 410229 or email
pltiffany@aol.com to see how they can help you.

Contract lawn mowing
Hedge trimming

Treework
Border upkeep

For a complete garden service 
telephone G Powell

D&G 
Garden Services

01886 812302
or

07951 464408

Home tutoring – the extra help you need

HomeTutoring
KS2 English, Maths and French

English Literature and Language
to A Level

Proofreading and essay-writing
guidance for adults

Latin and Classical Greek to GCSE
Beginners’ piano lessons

We can offer online lessons
Paul Tiffany MA, PGCE

Catherine Tiffany MA, PGCE
Both DBS checked
01885 410229
pltiffany@aol.com

Meadows 
Soft Furnishings

by Tracey Birks
Bespoke handmade curtains, blinds, 

soft furnishings and lampshades 
designed and made for you 

No obligation home consultation
tracey@meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
www.meadows-soft-furnishings.co.uk
01886 812583 or 07831 818104
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John Lane – an appreciation
Engineer who connected valley houses and farms to water and sanitation

Lindridge pre-school is attentive to the 
needs of children and places priority on 

helping children settle and gain confidence 
Ofsted 2017

Situated in the beautiful Teme Valley amidst stunning countryside, our small and
friendly Pre-school is the perfect setting for your child’s early development. 

We encourage learning through educational play in both our indoor and outdoor
classrooms. Set in the grounds of Lindridge Primary School, we enjoy very close
links with the school, enabling a crossover of learning opportunities, as well as fa-
cilitating an easy transition into primary school life.

We take children from 2 years of age and we are open from Monday to Friday,
8.50am to 3pm (Thursday 8.50am to 12 noon).

For more information please contact the Pre-School on 01584 881647
or visit us at www.lindridgepreschool.org.uk

”
“

Born at The Forge, Stanford Bridge to Jack and
Emma on 12th July 1925 in a thunderstorm, John
Lane almost arrived before the midwife.
     His memoirs tell of a very happy childhood
growing up in the village with sisters Dorothy
and Jean. He was often late arriving at the village
school having been distracted by some interest-
ing project on the way. The first, at the age of

nine, involved a raft, pole and overhead line
across the river.
     On leaving King Charles Grammar School,
Kidderminster, in the summer of 1943 aged eigh-
teen, John discussed which service to join with
his father.
     “I think I’ll join the Air Force, Dad.”
     “No son, too much sky.”
     “Well the Navy then?”
     “No son, too much water.”
     “The Army?”
     “Yes son. That way you have a chance of
being found – dead or alive!”
     He joined the Royal Horse Guards and quali-
fied as an artificer for military vehicles. On one
leave he arrived home to be greeted not only by
Dorothy but her friend from college, Margaret.
They married in June 1948 at St Mary’s Church.
     He was a wonderful father and life was never
dull. We three children – Susan, Margaret and
David – wanted for nothing. Whatever it was, he
made it: a swing and climbing frame out of angle
iron, dolls’ cots from welded steel and go carts
from lawnmower wheels and pushchair seats,
and we always had to do our bit in the construc-
tion.

Continued on page 20 
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If your oven needs a spring clean,
Ovenmagic is the cleaning 

service for you

Ovens H Hobs H Extractors

For more details telephone
01905 795755 or 07974 807118
or visit www.ovenmagic.me

Ovenmagic is an independent 
fully insured company

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

            • Cesspool & Pump Stations
              • Soakaways
              • Blockage Clearance
              • Sewage Treatment Engineers
              • Pumps, Compressors & Servicing
              • CCTV Drainage Surveys

www.aquacleansingltd.co.uk
enquiries@aquacleansing.co.uk

Call us now for free advice & quotation

01886 888471
Berrow Green Road, Martley, Worcester WR6 6PQ

Fast reliable service established for over 30 years

     In 1947 he joined Burgess's agricultural engi-
neers in Worcester, initially to assemble combine
harvesters that had been shipped across the At-
lantic in pieces. Then as British manufacturing
picked up he was loaned out to help in the de-
velopment of Salopian balers and potato har-
vesters.
     In 1955 John and Meg started the business of
JW Lane. They were a team. She had given up a
career in teaching to support the venture and he
never forgot it. 
     The firm, as he called it, grew and became a
limited company in 1961. During the 60s they ex-
tended the workshop to include an ironmongery
stores and acquired their first mechanical digger
to work on connecting the valley’s houses and
farms to mains water and sanitation. The firm
played a key role in replacing the old privies with
WCs and septic tanks.
     John’s introductory words to new apprentices
were: “Do as I say and not as I do. If you can't
make it strong, make it heavy. And get your
hands out of your pockets!”
     He retired, initially, in July 2000. There was a
collection, a clock, a party and the next day he
was back in the workshop. He continued work-
ing up until the week before he died. 
     John loved the valley. It was his home all his
life and the people who lived in it were part of

that love. He was a man who never minced his
words at work but he cared about people and
would help in his practical way. He was always
interested and always interesting.                      
     He installed the first boiler in St Mary’s
Church, helped convert the school into the now
village hall in 1956, gained lottery funding in the
1990s for the extension and for many years coor-
dinated the British Legion poppy collection
through the valley and beyond. 

Sadly the love of his life, Meg, passed away
in 2012. His grief was private. He still worked
and found new hobbies and interests. She would
not have believed his stint at baking, even suc-
ceeding in making pork pies.
     John embraced new technology and the com-
puter became invaluable to his trade. He up-
loaded all his old maps to secure his irreplaceable
knowledge for the future. As he became frailer
the computer enabled him to continue contribut-
ing to the firm. 
     He will be missed dreadfully but he leaves be-
hind so many wonderful memories of a life lived
to the full. 

This is a shortened version of the eulogy given by
members of the Lane family at the funeral of John
Ward Lane on 15th August.

Continued from page 19
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Ingredients
50g flaked almonds
190g chickpeas, drained and dried on kitchen
paper
100g chopped dried apricots
10g natural yeast flakes
1 spring onion, chopped
juice of half a lemon
2 tsp (10g) harissa rose paste
1 tbs tomato purée
2 tsp tahini
1 tsp sumac
14 tsp cayenne
12 tsp cinnamon
14 tsp nutmeg

Method
Process the chickpeas in a food processor until
roughly crushed.
Add all the other ingredients and mix to a
rough dough consistency.
Shape into 18g balls with your hands, pressing
the mixture firmly together. Makes about 25
balls.

These balls will keep in a sealed container in the
fridge for up to a week.

This delicious recipe comes from a new book,
Healthy Snacks for Active People by Tricia
Blaxill.  The book includes both sweet and
savoury no-cook energy ball recipes combining
great nutrition and energy giving ingredients.
     A keen skier, Tricia created the book during
lockdown. It is, she says, “a simple recipe book
that all active, busy people can use whenever
the tank needs refuelling, there’s no time for
lunch or you just fancy a pick-me-up!” 
     The recipes, with names like cheese, walnut
and sultana bites, black eyed Susies, millionaire
bliss balls and almond fizz bombs, combine dif-
ferent flavours and textures and use healthy in-
gredients designed to give a boost when you
need it.  Tricia has created most of the recipes
herself although some have been donated.
     But the most important reason for the book
is to raise funds for Disability Snowsport UK. 
     To order your copy of this fabulous little
book (with a foreword by Rory Bremner) go to
www.trixski.com where you’ll also find Tricia’s
range of ski accessories all designed to make
life easier on the slopes. 
     The book costs £6.95 of which £3.50 goes to
Disability Snowsport UK.  (Order three books –
great Christmas gifts for active friends and fam-
ily – to get free postage.)

Harissa tagine balls – a delicious energy boost

Homemade Beeswax
Food Wraps

Sustainable, reusable, natural
Packs of six in three sizes for £15

or a 50cm x 1m roll for £20
01885 410228

jessicamiddleton@outlook.com
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TemeTalk 01568 750665 

Do you need a dependable consistent
quality supplier of seasoned and 
kilndried hardwood and softwood 

firewood?

Cut and split to suit and delivered in
breathable 1.2-cubic metre bags 

so no need to restack

Small delivery vehicle fitted with 
crane can deliver to most locations 

and situations

Call David to discuss your 
requirements on
07866 441154

We are hugely excited to announce the launch
of Doodlebugs, an all-year-round nursery for
babies and children from 3 months to 5 years
old. 
     Doodlebugs has replaced the Clifton Early
Years Nursery and Pre-school in the village of
Clifton-upon-Teme. 
     New manager Sally Wyatt has worked in-
credibly hard over the last few months to bring
us this exciting new proposition. With an up-
dated building, inside and out, and a new man-
agement team we are feeling very positive and
ready to welcome new children. 
     Sally has over 22 years’ experience. She has
owned and run nurseries in Worcestershire
achieving an “outstanding” status with Ofsted
in all of them. She has worked for Worcester
County Council, for Children Social Services
and as a play coordinator managing play across
the city for disadvantaged children.
     Our doors are open so please get in touch
and Sally can tell you more! Call 01886 812380
or email manager@cliftoneyc.co.uk.

Daily Hope – a new way of bringing worship
and prayer to people’s homes

Recently the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, launched Daily Hope, a free phone line
offering hymns, prayers and reflections 24
hours a day during the lockdown. The line re-
ceived more than 6,000 calls in the first 48 hours
of its launch.
     The free phone number is: 0800 804 8044
     It opens with a greeting from the Archbishop
followed by a number of options:
     * To listen to a full message from the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury
     1 Hymns We Love
     2 Hymns line – for some uplifting hymns
     3 Prayer line specific and relevant for coron-
avirus times
     4 For more options which are as follows;
     5 Daily Church of England service
     6 Morning and evening prayers
     7 Covid-19 advice

Offering quality childcare 
and pre-school education 

for 0-5 year olds

Open 7.30 am to 6 pm all year round
Experienced qualified staff

Flexible hours • Ofsted registered
Nursery Education Funding available

For further details, 
please call the Centre on

01886 812380
or email manager@cliftoneyc.co.uk

Pound Lane, Clifton-upon-Teme WR6 6DE
Ofsted No 205279 Registered Charity No 1085397
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Following the many
footpaths that criss-
cross our island is an
excellent way of keep-
ing fit, seeing the
countryside and en-
joying the great out-
doors. In 2006 my
husband and I set out
to walk the length of
the River Teme in the
company of two
friends who also lived
in the valley. Fourteen
years and thirteen
long-distance paths
later, we arrived at the
Worcestershire Bea-
con on a sunny day in
July to celebrate 1000 miles of walking together.
Looking back over our rambles, many of them
in the beautiful Welsh Marches, I wondered
how much wildlife we had seen and what had
been our most memorable encounters. Admit-
tedly, four people chattering along a narrow

path is not the ideal
way to find God’s
creatures, but we did
have some interesting
moments.
Deer were the largest

animals we met. On
the Mortimer Trail we
were lucky to spy a
good-sized herd of
the unusual long-
haired fallow deer
that inhabit the Mor-
timer Forest. They are
unique to that place
and are thought to
have been there since
Norman times. Occa-
sionally we had a

glimpse of the larger red deer, but these were
invariably sprinting away as we emerged from
woodland into quiet valleys. Badgers, foxes,
stoats, rabbits and rodents all kept their dis-
tance, but we enjoyed looking at their tracks,

Continued on page 24

Teme Valley Wildlife

PAul NORTHWOOD

Distinguished furniture
made to commission

Restorer of antiques

Period joinery

Carving and wood turning

01547 550284 
handmade@paulnorthwood.co.uk

www.paulnorthwood.co.uk

Cut the costs of your bookkeeping, PAYE, 
VAT, Sage, tax returns and all related 

business accounting
Teme Valley Accounts offers your business 

cost-effective rates and friendly advice locally
I have many years of experience and 
many satisfied customers in the region

I will work from your premises or my own
For a no obligation discussion or visit

please call

TEME VALLEY
ACCOUNTS

Claire Elliott
01584 881708 or mobile 07731 010099
email: Claire.tva-accounts@outlook.com
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Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01886 821933
07798 790913

www.andysweeps.com
 • Certificate issued
   • Weekend/evening sweeps  
   • Traditional brush/power sweep
 • Stove maintenance
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especially when newly printed in snow. The best
sightings were of hares, starting up from the
long grass and jinking off out of danger with
long ears bobbing. Wonderful. 
      Birds were easier to spot. Many of our
walks were accompanied by skylarks and red
kites often soared overhead. High up the Card-
ing Mill valley we reversed the situation by
looking down on a kite hunting below, whilst
at the same time a cuckoo called in the distance.
Sometimes we saw birds we didn’t recognise.
On the Teme at Martley a flock of smart water-
birds proved to be a group of female
goosanders and on brassica fields near Bredon
we came upon a pair of yellow wagtails. By
water we caught the odd flash of kingfisher
blue and saw lots of herons, both real and plas-
tic. Once we came upon a dark pond lined with
half-dead trees. In the branches were perched
dozens of hunched-up herons, looking very
disconsolate on a wet, Welsh, winter day.    
      More lively were insects. My interest in
dragonflies meant that sometimes I was able to
contribute a few records for the further-flung
parts of Worcestershire. Out with the field-
guide though, for some busy yellow moths flut-
tering along a sunny woodland edge. These
were brimstone moths and just as beautiful as
their namesake butterflies.

      We saw lots of flowers. I had my first sight-
ings of early purple orchids on the Worcester-
shire Way, moschatel on the Offa’s Dyke Path
and autumn crocus on the Herefordshire Trail.
Over the years we covered many types of ter-
rain from lowland arable and meadowland to
upland pasture, moor and marshland. We en-
joyed countless stunning views of the country-
side, deepening our love for the wonderful area
we live in. We only hope that the next 1000
miles will be as fine as the first. 
      The next meeting of the Teme Valley
Wildlife Group is on hold whilst we await the
re-opening of our venue. Our meetings are usu-
ally held at Stoke Bliss and Kyre village hall at
7.30pm. It is just £2 on the door and everybody
is most welcome. 

Stephanie Mocroft

For up-to-date information on what wildlife is being
seen in the area, or to give us your sightings or com-
ments, visit our Facebook page. Our programme of
events, bird survey and archive photographs are
available on our website
www.temevalleywildlife.co.uk  We normally holds
meetings on the second Thursday of the month. All
are welcome. Contact us by telephone on 01568
750413 or by email at tvwg@outlook.com

Continued from page 23
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JAB Carpentry &
Building Repairs
All aspects of carpentry and 

building alterations undertaken
Free estimates

07976 909677
01886 853534

jabcarpentry@btinternet.com

Mowing2Growing
Gardening Services
Mowing • Flower Bed Tending

Mini Digger Hire with operator

Garden Tidy • Handyman Services
Hedge Trimming • Fencing
Helping Hands Labour Hire

Vegetable Garden Clearance,
Rotavating & Planting Service

Small Landscape Work, including
Brick & Stone Walling • Patios, Paths

Reliable and Friendly Service

01885 410625 / 07778 818808

Tenbury & District Carers
Support Group

meets on the 4th Wednesday of every
month from 10.30 am to 12 noon

at Penlu Sports Centre
It’s available to support all carers

01886 853633

Farm Community Network
Confidential phone line 7am to 11pm

0845 367 9990
Samaritans

01905 21121/0345 909090
Free confidential support and advice

The Worcestershire
Chimney Sweep

Richard Haines

07752 116629, 01584 781358
lostcity5@hotmail.co.uk

www.theworcestershirechimneysweep.co.uk

Traditional & Power Sweeping Services
Certified Chimney Sweep

Insurance Recognised Certificate Issued
Stove Servicing

£2million Public Liability Insurance
Internal and External Stove Installation

Sue’s
Ironing Service

Collection and delivery arranged

One-off, occasional or
regular jobs catered for

Non-smoker

01584 781356
or 07971 530595

for a prompt & reliable service
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Regular fine art & antiques sales 
International online bidding 
No charges for unsold lots 

Extensive free parking & café 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

Contact us for a free  
auction valuation 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 

 

www.chorleys.com 

 

FINE ART AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS 

01452 344499

Domestic, Commercial 
and Agricultural

Tel: 07951 07 48 64
Tel: 07773 63 69 09
info@goelevate.co.ukelevate

Technical Solutions

CCTV Systems
WiFi Solutions
TV & Satellite

Audio & Video Systems

“Serving The Teme Valley & Beyond”

What’s on in Teme Valley South
  October
  11th   Sunday            Outdoor harvest service at Rochford, 3pm
                                     followed by pizzas from Mother Earth Pizza at 4pm
  16th  Friday               Rochford takeway Neighbourhood Lunch
  17th  Saturday          Autumn clean of Eastham Churchyard and Church, 10am
  18th  Sunday            Pumkinfest@harvest, Eastham Church, 9am
                                     Walking Church, St Michaels Rochford, 2pm
  21st  Wednesday      Annual Meeting of Parishioners, Annual Meeting of Church Council,
                                     St Mary’ Stanford or on Zoom, 7.30pm

 November
  1st    Sunday            All Souls Service, Rochford
  4th    Wednesday      Eastham Coffee Morning via Zoom, 10.30am
  8th    Sunday            Remembrance Service, Rochford

Send items for inclusion to Sandra Griffiths by 18th of the month
telephone 01568 750665 or email ronsmum@btconnect.com 

Advertise your event FREE in
TemeTalk and reach 660 

households in seven parishes
email ronsmum@btconnect.com 

TemeTalk
Deadline for the November issue 

is 18th October



28

 
We are praying online daily via Zoom so do email Rev’d Julia if you would like to join us.
If you have a prayer request to be included please ring or email Rev’d Julia or your local pas-
toral team member – see Teme Valley South Contacts on page 2.

The Blessings Group continues to meet weekly and is coordinated by Richard Skerrett who
can be contacted on 01886 853099 for details. 

Online Sunday services continue.  For details see:
• Teme Valley South Churches Facebook page
• Our website, www.temevalleysouth.org
• Google ‘A Church Near You’ and put in your postcode to find us.

Sunday Services – please bring a face mask for indoor services

Sunday 4th October       
                                           Online Harvest Celebration
10.00am                             Stanford Holy Communion
6.30pm                               Stoke Bliss Celtic Evening Service

Sunday 11th October
10.00 am                            Hanley William Holy Communion
3.00pm                               Rochford Outdoor Harvest Service

Sunday 18th October
10.00am                             Eastham All-Age Harvest
2.00pm                               Rochford Walking Church
4.30pm                               Hanley Childe Outdoor Harvest

Sunday 25th October
10.00am                             Rochford All-Age and Communion
3.30pm                               Kyre Celtic Evening Service

Sunday 1st November
                                           Online All Souls
10.00am                             Stanford Holy Communion
3.30pm                               Stoke Bliss Celtic Evening Service
6.00pm                               Rochford All Souls

Services
October 2020

Village Hall Bookings
Stoke Bliss & Kyre
           Janet Powell, 01885 410598
           stokeblisskyrevillagehall@gmail.com

Rochford – Ann Prosser, 01584 781317

Eastham – Helen Matravers, 01584 781510

Hanley – Judy Bayliss, 01886 853813

Stanford with Orleton – Robin Dean, 
           01886 853295

HWS PEST CONTROL
Wasps H Bees H Hornets H Ants H Rats 
Mice H Flies H Fleas H Moles H Squirrels

Farm contracts and private work
First class service, unbeatable rates!

Call Darren 24/7 on

07778 033862
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Norris
Miles

SOLICITORS
6 Market Square
Tenbury Wells
Worcestershire
WR15 8BW
Tel: 01584 810575
Fax: 01584 811759
post@norrismiles.co.uk
www.norrisandmiles.co.uk

Local Legal Advice

•  Property sale and purchase

•  Property, building and other disputes

•  Wills and Powers of Attorney

•  Administration of Estates and Tax Planning

•  Business and farm sale, purchase and
Tenancies

•  Prenups and Cohabitation Agreements

•  Divorce, separation, finance and children

Do you remember when Neil Armstrong walked on the moon? 

Do you want to use PCs/laptops/tablets/phones etc to get better deals on insurance or energy, 
to make bookings, to shop online or to use eBay to buy and sell items? 

Do you have problems connecting to the internet, printing, organising your files (documents and 
photos), setting up emails, using spreadsheets, producing documents (letters, reports, novels or diaries)?

If you can answer “yes” to these questions, then you need

I’ve been helping individuals and organisations to embrace information technology for over 40 years
I will visit you in your home or business and assess your needs 

The first assessment visit will be free after which I will charge £25 per hour 
Please contact Robin on 01886 853295
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Silver Surfer Support

Silver Surfer Support



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For independent and professional 
advice on residential and rural 

property sales, auctions, lettings, 
acquisitions and valuations 

contact Nick Champion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
    

   

A M BRIDGE PROPERTY SERVICES LTD

• Alterations/extensions • maintenance/repairs
• Electrical • Brickwork/tiling

• Carpentry • Patios / garden walls • Plumbing and heating

• A complete building service • Quality craftsmanship
• Full public liability insurance • Free quotations

Professional and qualified advice

MARK BRIDGE
telephone 01584 781356 • mobile 07971 530595

Rochford, Tenbury Wells

For prompt reliable attention and personal service call us!


